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CHAPTER I 
FROM FOUNDATION TO I NCOHPORATION 
1. Setting to the History of Brookline 
In writing a history of the town of Brookline the beginni ng c a n be 
found earlier than the presence of man on the earth. The history can 
begin with the geologic history as has bean interpreted in the rooks of 
Brookline and ~ astern Massachusetts. 
A study of the geology of an area explains as much as pos sible the 
or igins of land forms which, in turn, affect the history and economy of 
that region. 
The dominant features of New England country we re created by a 
lar ~e glacier which covered northeastern North .America less than one 
million years ago. As this thick sheet of ice moved over this section 
it carr ied rocks, sand, and gravel with it; as it mel ted and ret reated 
it left this rubble behind, either to remain as new land formations or 
sc at te red at r a ndom over the countryside. 
The geolo gy of Brookline is basic to its geography, so the t wo 
are combined to give a setting for the history of Brookljne. 
Geolog~.-- Brookline is located in the center of the "Boston Ba-
sin" -- an area re garded as a unit because its geological conditions 
are more or less uniform. 
Throughout ~e ological time the Bo ston Basin has bee n alternate ly 
above and be low sea level. When this area v:as bene eth the sea , gr avel 
and sand were de posited and under pressure gradually formed a rock 
-1-
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called conglomerate. This conglome rate is the most common rock in 
Brookline, and a large area of conglomerate extends from Chest nut Hill 
to the South Shore. Prominent l edges of conglomerate can be seen nea r 
Newton Street, Boyl stan Street, a.nd in the grounds of the Brookline 
Country Club. The conglomerate from the Newton Street and Boylston 
Street ledges was used as building, stone in early Brookline. Much silt 
was also deposited when this area was below sea level and formed a thick 
layer of clay which eventually became slate. A long, narrow bed of 
slate is located in Brookline near the Chestnut Hill Reservoir and 
extends across the northern part of the town. This deposit is a rem-
nant of the slate which once spread over all the conglomerate but could 
not withstand the eroding power of ioe and water. 
At the same time a volcano was active in the area which is West 
Roxbury today, as evidenced by the layers of lava which alternate with 
strata of conglomerate. Exposed in the southwest corner of Brookline 
is a bed of melaphyre, a medium-colored volcanic rook formed by the 
lava which cooled when it flowed to the surface. 
The increasing load of conglomerate, slate, and lava caused a 
block i n the earth to sink graduall y between two fault lines located 
along the foot of Arlington Hills and along the north side of the 
Blue Hills. The re gion between these t wo fault linea becaroE known as 
the Boston Basin. Many earthquakes accompanied this long-term 
faulting; rooks folded and cracked; molten rock flowed up from the 
interior of the earth and filled cracks in the faulting rooks, forming 
dikes. Conglomerate ledges with dikes of trap (igneous rock) can be 
seen along Newton Street, betwee n South and Grove streets, and in the 
Brookline Country Club. These dikes were presumably formed at this time. 
The Boston Basin was again eroded until the main topographi cal 
features were established as they now are. Conglomerate, being more 
resistant than slate, formed many ledges and high hills. 
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During the last Pleistocene glacial period the northeastern United 
States was covered by a thick continental ioe sheet which, as it melted 
and retreated, formed many of the land structures typical of New Eng-
land. The town of Brookline is full of evidence of the glacial retreat. 
Glacial drift covers a considerable area of Brookline, particular-
ly the northern end of the town -- Brookline village and the section 
east of Boylston Street and Chestnut Hill Avenue. This glacial drift 
consists of sand, gravel, unmodified boulders, and olay, all of whi ch 
were scattered at random over the land as the glacier melted. Under-
ne ath the drift the rook series probably continue as in other pa rts of 
town. 
This glacial drift has had consider able importance in the early 
history of Brookline. The plain which extends from Corey and Aspinwall 
hills to the Charles and Muddy rivers (see Plate 1) is a delta of 
glacial waste. 
early Brookline. 
This plain became one of the r ichest pasture lands of 
Drift hills near the Brookline village of today be-
came good, durable farmland. The clay beds of the Longwood district, 
presumably deposited by the receding glacier, were a source of olay for 
brick making. 
Babcock Hill, once situated east of Corey Hill but since torn down, 
was a mass of gravel and clay. In this hill several rocks were found 
with striated surfaces. These striations were made by the movement of 
the glacier over these rooks prior to its re t re at, and the refore showed 
the rook surface previous to the deposition of glacial drift. 
Plate 1. Wan of .Mudd;y River, Afterward the 'T'own of Brookline, 16:S5 to 
the Present ]/ 
17 From ;ap;t,:-Theodore Jones, "Land Ownership in Brookline From the 
Ffirst Settlement", in Brookline 'F-fistorical Society, !roceedings, 1923, 
Riverdale Press, Brookline. 
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The glacier upset the drainage pattern of the countr y as it ro~lted. 
Upland lakes and upland marshes are common in recently glaciated regions. 
Many small ponds, streams, and marshes of Brookline have their origin 
in the retreat of the glacier. 
Many hills of Brookline are oval-shaped, their long axis lying in 
a northwest-southwest direction; i. e., the long axis extends in the 
same direction as the retreat of the glacier. Such hills are known as 
11 drumlins 11 and are very common in Massachusetts. Drumlins are further 
character i zed by being composed of boulders and clay, not of solid rock. 
The method of their formation is unknown, but their origin is a ssocia-
ted with the receding glacier. Aspinwall Hill, CoreJr Hill, lt.,isher Hill, 
Singletree Hill, and Walnut Hill are among the drumlins found in Brook-1/ . 
line.- These hills fixed the position of the major roads which r un 
between them; e. g. Harvard Street, Beacon Street, and Vvashington 
Street. 
Finally, man has altered the topography of Brookline. The gravel 
of Babcock Hill was collect ed for road building until this hill was 
completely eliminated. The marshes of eastern and southeastern Brookline 
,nere filled in with the formation of Brookline's Riverdale Pa rkway, 
completed in 1895. 
Geography.-- The town of Brookline, lying in the extreme northeast 
corner of Norfolk county, has been completely isolated from the rest of 
its count y due to the gradual invasion of Boston on surroundi ng terri-
tory through the years. Until 1793, Brookline was part of Suffolk 
county to which Boston belongs. That year Brookline terminated its 
association with the latter county to become a part of Norfolk county. 
P"crosby, Irving. B. Boston Through the Ages, Marshall Jones Co., Boston, 
1928, p. 135. 
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See Plate 2. 
Located in the relatively flat Boston Basin, Brookline is signifi-
cant in that it contains many hillse The hills are dispersed through-
out the town, but the highest are located in the western section where 
they rise to an elevation of between three hundred and four hundred 
feet above sea level. See Plate 1. 
The territory contains many small rivers, many not of sufficient 
size to be called rivers. The principal stream is the Muddy River which 
is located in the southeast corner of Brookline and serves as the bound-
ary between Brookline and Ro xbury (Boston). This river is significantly 
attached to the history of the town. being studied in that it gave its 
name to the original village established here. It was not until 1705 
that Muddy River was incor porated as the town of Brookline and the name 
11Muddy River" ceased to be applied to it. 
In order to desoribe the geography of the town completely it is 
i mportant to note its territorial changes and its present territorial 
limits. Brooklinets boundaries have changed since it was first settled 
in the early 1630• s, yet the changes made through the three centuries 
of development have not been so significant a s to completely change its 
original configuration. 
There have been only three changes of relatively major proportions. 
In the year 1844, as shown in Plate 1, the area including what is today 
Brookline village and vicinity and which at that time belonged to Rox-
bury was a~~exed to Brookline with the consent of all the parties con-
cerned. In this case Brookline had gained territory; in 1872 and 1874 
Brookline lost land to Boston. 
In 1872, Saint Mary•s Street was made the boundary betvreen Boston 
1/ 
Plate 2. Brookline and Vicinity-
17 From .A.lf red D. Chandler, "Brookline: A Study in Town Government" , 
New England Ma gazine (August, 1893), 8:795. 
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and Brookline so that all the territory lying west of that street be-
came part of the latter and the territory lyin~ east of it became part 
of the former. See Plata 1. 
In 1873, Brighton voted to annex itself to Boston, yet there was no 
physical connection betv;een Boston and Br ighton. In order to remedy 
this situation, the state legislature in 1874 took away t~rritory be-
tivaen the Charla s River and the South side of Commonwealth Avenue and 
made it part of Boston. As shown in Plata 1 the northern boundary of 
Brookline was changed as a result. 
Of the numerous borderline adjustments made during the town• s 
le ngthy history, the three adjustments discussed are the only signifi-
cant changes in the boundaries of Brookline. 
The present boundaries of Brookline are as follows: the northern 
boundary is located on the southside of Commonwealth Avenue, and on the 
east side of Saint Maryts Street. The eastern boundary skirts the Back 
Bay territory about one-half mila, follows the Muddy River, and extends 
southeast by Roxbury about two and one-quarter miles and by West Rox-
bury about two and three-quarter miles. On the southwest Brookline is 
bounded by West Roxbury and Newton about one and three-quarter miles. 
In the northwest it is bounded by Newton and Bright on about t wo and 
three-quarters miles. 
2. Historical Perspective 
In J620 the Pilgrims established the first colony in Massachusetts 
and drove the opening wedge in the settlement of "!?-Jew England. Their 
success was not overlooke d by their fellow countrymen, for in the ;year 
1628 a group of Englishmen, stimualted by the possibilities of the New 
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England fisheries, obtained from the New England Council title to all 
the land lying between the Merrimac and Charles rivers. Specifically 
the grant read as follows: "Land was granted between a line drawn three 
miles south of the Charles River and extending east and west from the 
1/ 
Atlantic to the We stern Ocean.',.... 
In the following year ( 1629) this group of Englishmen, many of 
whom were Puritans, created a corpor ation under the name of the "Gover-
nor and Company for Massachusetts Bay", the privilege of which was 
granted to them by a Royal Charter, and the above mentioned grant wa s 
coP1erred by this charter to the company. Brookline, which was at this 
time a part of Boston, was therefore within this grant. 
It was conceded that the Indians had prior right to the land under 
question; thus, a dead of release was needed from the Indians of Massa-
chusat ts. In other words, the power given by the English charter was 
little mora than a right to negotiate with the Indians. 
This deed was successfully negotiated with Chickatabut, chief of 
t he Massachusetts tribe, upon the arrival. of the early settlers with 
their charter in 1630. This transaction was agai n confirmed by Josia 
Wampatuok, grandson of Chiokatabut, fifty years after the first settle-
ment in Boston by the Puritans. 
To follow the pattern of early sett lement it is necess a r y to look 
again at the year 1629* In this year the Puritans in England secured 
control of the "Company for Massachusetts Bay11 , and the able John Win-
throp was selected as Governor for the newly formed company. The next 
year John Winthrop, taking the charter with him, landed with a group of 
settlers at Mishro~, later known as Charlestown, Massachusetts. Before 
1 Bradford Kingman, History of Norfolk County, Massachusetts, J. M. 
gwis and Company, ISS4, p. 792. 
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the summer of 1630 was ended, seventeen ships landed a thousand settlers 
in Mas sachusetts, and several villages, among them Boston, Dorchester, 
Watertown, and Roxbury, were founded. 
Before "inthrop and his followers settled at Charlestown, an 
Engli shman, William Blackstone, had already been living in Boston some 
years before 1630. Now Winthrop settled at Charlestown, but as water 
was scarce there, it is claimed t hat William Blackstone invited the 
Puritan settlers into Shawmut, as he and the Indians called Boston. 
John Winthrop and his followers settled there on September 7, 1630, 
and gave the name of Boston to the area. Soon afterwards, Blackstone 
sold the peninsula of Shawmut to Winthrop for thirty pounds. This 
transaction is noted in one of the early references in the Boston 
records which is dated November 10, 1634, and pertains to Mr. Black-
stone in re gard to a "rate of thirty pounds". After this transaction . 
William Blackstone went to live in Rhode Island, and it appears he never 
returned to Massachusetts although he received an allotment of land at 
Muddy River on January 8, 1638· He thus became one of the original 
landholders at Muddy River and is consequently connected historically 
with the town. 
The importance of Muddy Rive r or early Brookline.-- From the be-
ginning of the Boston settlement, new land was needed to pasture cattle 
other than in Boston neck, for the town was already beginning to over-
flow its natural limits. This pressure caused the citizens to find 
new pasture 1 and and Muddy River proved to be an ideal and convenient 
spot. 
William Wood, a writer of these early experimental ~ars, gives 
information on the early importance of Muddy P. iver in his writings. 
11 
"The inhabitants of Boston, for their enlargement, have taken 
to themselves farm houses in a place called Muddy River, t wo miles 
from their town, where there is good ground, large timber, and a 
store of marshland and meadow. In this place they keep their 
swine and other cattle in the summer, whilst corn is on the ground 
at Boston; and bring them to town in the winter."l/ 
James Josselyn, an English traveler a nd author who twice visited the 
English colonies, gave an aooount of Muddy :River similar to that of 
William Wood. 
Mrs. Eliza Lee in her book, Naomi, also gives a good account of 
Muddy River. 
"The town of Roxbury possesse d beautiful farms, but beyond 
that, Brookline, then called Muddy River, deserved not the appell&-
tion of the pleasure-garden of 1-iorfolk, although its wild beauties 
far surpassed those which the hand of man has given it as a dowry. 
It was principally used for grazing cattle, for which its meadows 
and sheltered nooks of rich pasturage ware particularly adapted.":?/ 
The first mention of Muddy River in the Boston Records (1634) was 
i n connect:ton with the early economy of this hamlet, for in this ·year 
a committee wa s appointed to assess a rata for the keeping of goats, 
swine, and young cattle in that district. 
From this information it can readily be seen that the initial 
importance of }Suddy River was simply as Boston• a cow pasture. For this 
reason it was knovm not only as }Jluddy River, but as the Boston Common 
as well. 
Indians.-- As the settlers moved into the rich grazing land at 
Muddy River, they we re not hampered by any Indian difficulties, althou~ 
evidence points to the fact that Indians were settled in this district. 
Down to 1845, the re mnants of an Indian fort or stronghold could be seen 
_y'William Wood, New Engl~d Prospect, Tho. Cotes, London, 1634, p. 4o. 
:?/Eliza B. Lee, Naomi or Boston Two Hundred Years Ago, Wm. Crosby and 
H. P. Ni chols, Bosto'n, 1848, p. 191. 
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in the Lo'ngwood section of Brookline. As Indians were located here, it 
would be expected that the e a rly histor y of Brookline woul d be tainted 
with I ndian wars, but such was not t he case. The only time there was 
fear of any Indian difficulties was in 1632 when Gover nor Winthrop heard 
of a group of seemingly hostile Indians encamped in the Brookline neigh-
borhood. Fearing the possibility of an ambush, he sent out a group of 
men to discover the Indian plot. This i ncident is noted in ,J ohn 'V'fin-
t h rop ts Journal dated August 30, 1632 , and is the governorts first men-
tion of this hamlet. The refere nce re a ds: "Notice being give n of ten 
Sagamores and many Indians assembled at Muddy River, the gover nor sent 
Captain LlJnderhil1/ with twenty musketeers [Yo ~ke discoveriejt, but 
at Roxbury they he a rd that they were broken up. 1;} 
As the town grew both in inhabit ant s and as a transportation a rtery 
f or all traffic going west from Boston, a fort was built by the colo-
nists to protect themselves i n ca se of an Indian attack. This f ort wa s 
located ne a r what is now Cypress and Walnut streets. There is, however, 
no evidence as to whether this fort was ever attacked or not. 
From the time of settlement of this territory, Brookline suffered 
r elatively little trouble with the Indians as did most of t he othe r 
communities surroundin&Boston. 
Land grants.-- Down to 1634 it is apparent that Boston did not re~ 
gard Muddy River as a place for settlement, but or:ly as a convenient 
area to graze cattle; however, after this date thE district wa s con-
sidered a good area for settlement. This fact is evide nt when con-
sidering that from 1635 to 1641 the Muddy River records are a lmost 
}7 John Winthrop, 11 A Journal of t he Transactions and Occurrences in t he 
Settlement of Massachusetts and the Othe·r l'JewEngland coTO!ifeB,-1'630 to 
1649, Elisha Babcock, Hartfo-rd, 1790, p. 42. - -
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exclusively given up to the granting of lands to various families. The 
grantees were citizens of Boston, but only a few of those who were grant-
ad land want to live on it; thus almost none of the original grantees 
were among the old Brookline families. The size of these early allot-
ments varied from four acres up to six-hundred acres, and notices like 
the following frequently appeared on the records: "Our brother Peter 
Oliver hath granted unto him sixty acres of land at Muddy River, if it 
be there to be had, of which there is granted some marsh, if there by 
any there, always provided that those grants before granted a re first 
1/ 
served.,,..... There were two types of acreage in the ha111~et -- marshland 
and upland. Each type had its advantages: the uplands ware suited to 
cultivation and grazing; the marshland, being within reach of the tides, 
remained adequately open during the winter months to provide winter 
pasturage. 
By the year 1667 the absentee land lords had disappeared from this 
hamlet, for most of their lands had been bought by the inhabitants. 
Early grant~.-- As prominent citizens of Boston clamored for land 
at Muddy River a special committee was appointed by a Boston town meet-
ing in 1635. The committee, consisting of William Coleborne, John 
Sampsf'ord, William Aspinwall, W"illiam Baletone, and Richard Wright, 
was instructed to allot land in Muddy River to the Reverend John Cotton 
of the First Church in Boston. At the same time the town meeting also 
stipulated that 1Nilliam Cole borne, Th9mas Oliver, and Thomas Leverett 
could have land in the area. Later in the same year an act wa s passed, 
stating " •••• that the poor inhabitants, such as were church members, 
1/Charles K. Bolton, Brookline, The History of a Favored Town, The River-
dale Press, Brookline, 1897, p. 11. 
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having no cattle should have their proportions of planting land laid 
out in Muddy River. ,;J This latter act halted the allotting of land un-
til a better program could be worked out. However, at the same time it 
gave a general permission to poorer inhabitants of Boston to use any 
unplanted section of land at Muddy River for a length of three years as 
long as they would not touch the woodland and would leave as compensa-
tionwhatever improvements they had made. 
A change in the method of allotting lands took place in March, 
1636, when the town of Boston decided to take the power of allotting 
lands from the special committee and entrust it to a body of selectmen. 
Their first act was to define the land granted John Cotton. Shortly 
thereafter, they defined the land granted the other three of the orig-
inal four grantees and, in addition, this body of selectme n gave twelve 
more grants before a wholesale allotment of land took place in Muddy 
River on January 8, 1638. A total number of sixteen grants were thus 
given, and of the sixteen grantees seven were among the richest in-
habitants of Boston, ten were owners of property in Boston, and eleven 
belonged to the First Church prior to 1641. 
Of these early grantees none lived in Muddy River, but the heirs 
of some played important parts in the history of this community. 
On January 8, 1638, forty-eight new allotments were made . These 
became known as the "great allotments" and with these grants more than 
half the soil of Muddy River was parcelled out to inhabitants of Bos-
ton. The new grantees were primarily merchants, yeomen, tradesmen, and 
laborers, and not men of any particular prominence as were the earlier 
}/carleton S. Francis, "Colonial Brookline and Notes", in Brookline 
Historical Society, Proceedings, 1929, The Riverdale Press, Brookline, 
p. 15. 
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grantees. Immediately, it is apparent that these allotments were made 
in the hope that the recipients would taka up actual residence in the 
area. The allotments, themselves, were specified to be for planting 
ground, a specification which in itself implies actual residence; thus, 
one finds a real attempt here to build up the citizenry of this hamlet. 
This attempt failed, for very few of the grantees ever took up actual 
residence in the district. 
By December, 1639, sixteen more grants of land were added, bring-
ing the number of grants to eighty-seven since the first grant to John 
Cotton. Land was becoming scarce at this time, so in the same month 
the governor and the council set aside five hundred acres of land at 
Muddy River for "perpetual oo.mm.onage 11 , both to the inhabitants of Mud-
dy River and to the inhabitants of Boston. 
"At this day /i:lecember 30, 163:1/_ it was agreed that five hun-
dred acres at Mudcfy River be reserved for perpetual commonage to 
the inhabitants there and the town of Boston, to begin at the 
outer bound of Mr. Hibbint s lot as the land will afford, before 
any other allotments are laid hereafter.'~ 
From this time on, no new wholesale allotments of land were made, 
and those allotments that were made were done so under scrutiny as to 
the availability of the land. By this time, as well, the best lands 
had been granted, and the scarcity of land tended to enhance ·the value 
of the property. It might be for this reason that a nu..mber of land 
sales were transacted at this period. On October 26, 1640, an order 
was made stopping any further grants until all prior grants which had 
been promised were laid out. Finally, on May 28, 1641, the last allot-
ment of land in Muddy River was made to Robert Turner. 
i/Town of Brookline, Muddy River and Brookline Records, 1634 to 1838, 
J • .E. Farwell and Company, Boston, 1875, p. 26. 
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Community consciousness.-- The granting of land did not substan-
tially add to the number of inhabitants living in this hamlet; this 
fact can be attested in that only some t wenty-five families were loca-
ted there in 1650. By 1674, there were only a scant forty families. 
The most important feature of this period between 1650 and 1674 was the 
disappearance of the absentee land lord. Men of stability and integri-
ty took up residence here, and gradually a nuoleus of a strong citize~ 
ry was apparent. Men such as Peter Aspinwall, Robert Sharp, John 
White, Edward Devotion, John Winchester, and Thomas Gardner whose names 
are prominent in the history of this community assumed responsibility 
for actions in this hamlet. 
By 1686, there was a strong desire for independence manifested by 
the inhabitants of the hamlet. In this year the residents received an 
angwer to their petition for a school at Muddy River; not only did the7 
secure this, but they received many other favorable turns. By aotion 
of the governor and counoil on December 8, 1686, the following was 
granted: 
"That henceforth the sd Hamlet of Muddy River, be free from 
Town Bates to the Town of Boston they maintaining their own High-
ways and Poor and other public charges arising amongst themselves; 
and that within one year next ooming they Baise a School House in 
such place as the two next Justices of the County (upon a public 
hearing of the inhabitants of the Hamlet) shall determine. As 
also maintain an able Beading and writing master there; from and 
after this day, and that the Inhabitants annuallymeet to ohoose 
Three men to manage their affaires. ':!/ 
This act almost gave the hamlet virtual independence, and six 
weeks later, on January 16, 1687, the inhabitants here accepted the 
action of the Provincial Counoil. They immediately elected three men 
-- Andrew Gardner, John White Jr., and Thomas Stedman -- to handle 
2/~~~dj Rive~ and Brookline Recorda, 1634 to 16)8, op. oit., pp. 77-78. 
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these looal affairs. There ware, however, sufficient stipulations re-
tained by the town of Boston, which nullified any idea of complete in-
dependence at this time: "It was still subject to Boston in the matter 
of police, military service, assessme nt and collection of oountry rates, 
the ohoice or confirmation of major offices, and representation to the 
1/ 
oolonial government.'~ 
The hamlet, however, lost some of its independence by an aot of 
the town of Boston passed on Maroh 16, 1689. This act was passed in 
the hope that it would eliminate the action taken by the Provincial 
Council in 1686 and made it evident that Muddy River was no longer to 
consider itself separate from Boston in any de gree, but to stand re-
lated to the tarn as they were before 1686. Although Muddy River was 
onoe again assessed for looal rates and had to share for the support of 
the poor in Boston, it did not lose as much ground as would be assumed. 
Muddy River continued to elect its own village officers and by 1621 
were no longer fulfilling the financial obligations stipulated by this 
latter act. Muddy River was not to feel a harsh sting of this sort 
again until 1700. 
The inhabitants, however, kept t heir flair for independence alive, 
for in 1698 they once again petitioned the General Court for a resump-
tion of the privileges granted them by the act of 1686 and i n addition 
requested further benefits. The le gislative record of this petition is 
not known for it was lost, but it is known that certain gains were maa.. 
"Three men in 1698 for the first time called "Select Men" 
were regularly chosen to manage the affairs of the hamlet; a 
town clerk, surveyors of the highways, fence-viewers, tithingmen, 
and constables were selected each year by the inhabitants 
jJJohn G. Curtis, History of the Town of Brookline, Massachusetts, 
Houghton Mifflin Company,- BoS"ton, 1933, pp. 1~7-48. 
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/assumed to aollect county and local rate~~ and the school con-
':tinued to be maintained.':!/ 
A third petition was made on March 11, 1700. but this violently 
differed from the previous ones. for it requested complete independence 
from Bo stan. Boston, hov,rever, thought this a violent pre slllhption on 
the part of this hamlet. so they not only refused their request but 
once again rated them in the town rates as they formerly had been. 
Rebuked from having this petition granted to them, the inhabi-
tants waited four years before presenting another petition for their 
independence. In this interim certain ahanges were taking place that 
enhanced the hope of this hamlet. In 1702 the governorship of the 
aolonywas taken over by Joseph Dudley who appeared to be sympathetic 
with the demands of Muddy River. Moreover. the chief justice of the 
Massachusetts colony~ Judge Samuel Sewall, an admired and respected 
man, held property in Muddy River and held a seat in the Provincial 
Council. The judgets son, Samuel Sewall, was both the clerk of this 
hamlet and son-i~law of the governor. \Vhether these circumstances 
actually helped this hamlet achieve its independence is difficult to 
ascertain, but more than likely they were of some importance. 
At any rate, in the summer of 1704 eight citizens of this district 
presented a petition before the General Court. The first part of their 
petition expounded upon the action which had been passed in 1686, but 
the second part of the petition went on to 
" •••• further humbly pray that being grown to a. greater Num-
ber of good settled Inhabitants we may be allowed a separate 
Village: to have Selectmen and all other rights belonging to a 
Township whioh may further Encourage us a.s we may be able to 
}/John G. Curtis, op. oit., P• 52 
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settle a minister and other Benefits amongst us.'']/ 
No immediate action was taken on this petition, and it was not until 
!<!!arch 12, 1705, that a committee was appo inted by the town of Boston 
to pass on its recorrnnendations re garding this petition to the General 
Court. Finally, in June, 1705, this committee recommended that the 
General Court should not grant the petition. However, no immediate 
action was taken on the recommendation. 
Meanwhile the petitioners who were irked by this continual delay 
and by the continuous opposition to their demands sent another appeal 
to the governor, council, and assembly in the fall of 1705, signed by 
thirty-~vo citizens of the village. This new appeal read as follows: 
"To his Excellency the Governor, Council and Assembly, in 
General Court Convened. 
Showeth, that a.t a Session of this Ron ble Court held at 
Boston on the Thirteenth of August 1704, the sd Inhabitants Ex-
hibited their humble Petition praying that the said Muddy River 
might be allowed a separate Village or peculiar and be invested 
with such powers and Rights as they may be enabled by themselves 
to manage the general affaires of the sd place. Which petition 
has been transmitted to the Selectmen of the Tmm of Boston, that 
they may consider the same, since which your humble petitioners 
not having been informe d of any objection made by the Town of 
Boston aforesaid, we p resume that there is no obstruction to our 
humble request made in our Petition. 
~erefore we humbly beseech your Excellency that this Ron ble 
Court will be pleased to proceed to pass an Act for the establish~ 
ing the said place a. separate Village or peculiar with such Powers 
as aforesaid and your Petitioners shall ever pray."3Y 
The prayer of the above petition was granted on November 13, 1705, 
in the following form: 
"Read and Ordered That the Praier of this Petition be Granted, 
and the Powers and Privileges of a Township be Given to the 
2/Town of Brookline, Muddy River an~rookline Records, 1634 to 1838, 
J. E. Farwell and Company, Boston, 1875. p. 79 
3(Ibid., pp. 78-79. 
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Inhabitants of the Land commonly known by the name Muddy River, 
The Town to be called Brookline, who are hereby Injoined to Build 
a Meeting House and obtain an able orthodox Minister according to 
direction of the law, to be settled amongst them within the space 
of three years next coming. 
Provided that all Common lands belonging to the Town of Bos-
ton lying within the Bounds of the Said Muddy River, not disposed 
of or allotted out, shall remain to the Proprietors of said 
lands.':!/ 
With this grant Muddy River finall y achieved the independence 
which it sought since 1686, and thus Brookline became the eighty-third 
town in Massachusetts. 
It must be noted, too, that with this struggle for independence 
successfully completed Brookline received not only a free school (which 
they already had), an orthodox church, and representation in the gen-
eral court, but they received what they most desired -- freedom from 
taxation by Boston. 
The name of Brookline.-- It is very interesting to note the way 
Brookline was named. As mentioned before , Judge Samuel Sewall was an 
esteeme d man in the :Massachusetts colony. He was chief justice here 
and was also known for his anti-slavery position, for in 1670 he wrote 
"The Selling of Joseph" which wa s the first anti-slavery document writ-
ten in America. The judge had allotted to him, after the death of his 
father-in-law, John Hull, an estate which was located at Muddy River on 
the boundary between Cambridge and Muddy River. Now , probably due to 
the fact that a brook flowed through this estate separating the meadow 
and swampland areas, Judge Sewall called his estate "Brooklintt. The 
chief justice refers to his lands by this name in his diary under the 
date of June 20, 1687· He writes: "Went to Muddy River with Mr. Gore 
y1{uddy Riv:e:r and Brookline Records, 1636 to 1838, op. cit., pp. 83-84. 
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a nd Eliot to take a plot of Brooklin".]} Again, two days later, the 
judge elaborates this incident in his diary: 'tw"ent to Muddy River. Mr. 
Gore f i nishes compassing the Land with his plain Table; I do it chiefly 
that I may know my awn, it lies in so many nooks and corners. 1~ 
Naw Judge Sewall was a man of influence at the time, being chief 
justice of the colony, a member of the Provincial Council, and a land-
holder in Muddy River. Furthermore, as mentioned, his son was marrie d 
to Governor Dudleyts daughter and was the town clerk of this small ham-
let. These were important factors; thus, it seems likely -- although 
there is no direct evidence -- that the inhabitants picked "Brookline" 
as the name for the town out of defere nce to the judge's position and 
in hope that this compliment paid him would increase their chances of 
independence. Furthermore, it is quite possible that due to h i s posi-
tion t he j udge wa~ asked to give a name to the new t~nn at the time of 
its incorporation, and he named it "Brookline 11 -- a name so familiar 
to him. 
Although the exact manner in which the town was named is not clear, 
it is ce r tain that the origin of t he name is connected with J udge 
Sewallts estate. 
1 Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Sewall Papers, 
olume 5, Series 5, University Press, Cambridge, 1878, p. 186. 
_s(Ibid. # p. 181. 
CHAPTER II 
DEVELOPMENT OF BROOKLINE FROM 1705 TO 1865 
1. An Immediate Problem 
Having attained its independence Brookline had many problems to 
face: provision for public worship and education, provision for a 
burying ground, roads to construct, town•halls and a library to build. 
The subject of public worship, however, was given more attention from 
1785 to 1820 than any of these other problems. 
There should be little doubt as to why church matters were of such 
paramount importance considering the fact that the Congregational 
Church and the government of Massachusetts were closel;y interlocked at 
that time. In Brookline the territorial limits of the Congregational 
parish were identical with those of the town, and every person residing 
in the town was taxed for support of public worship. At the same time, 
a person refusing to affiliate himself with the town church was con-
sidered a social and political outcast. 
As the church and state were united for all intents and purposes 
problems, such as the erection of a meeting-house or the selection of 
a minister, were of great public concern. 
The erection of a meeting.-house .-- The incorporation act of 1705 
granting Brookline its independence contained a clause necessitating 
the building of a meeting-house and the settling of "an able orthodox 
minister" within three years. These stipulations were not met until 
many years later. 
-22-
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At the first town meeting on March 4, 1706, it 'as voted to post-
pone the erection of a meeting-house and the settling of a mini star for 
a while. Still, in 1710, Brookline requested the gove rnor to allcrvl 
t hem three more years to meet the requirements demanded. This time was 
granted and a gain three years later, on June 10, 1713, a further allot-
ment of time was made; but earlier in this year a committee was ap oint-
ed by the town to survey its limits " •••• to find the center or middle 
thereof and to inquire where a Convenient Place may be Procured whereon 
to build a meeting-house; as neare t he centre of said tovm. as may be" .]j 
Several places were proposed by the committee, yet no one site could be 
agreed upon. Finally, at a town meet i ng held December 2, 1713, it was 
reported that Caleb Gardner Jr. woul d oonate some land near his home to 
the town for the site of the meeting-house. His proposal was accepted, 
and in March, 1714 a levy of one hundred fifteen pounds was made tcrv;ard 
the erection of the building which was to be located on the north side 
of what is today called ·walnut Street. See Plate 3. The f rame of the 
building was completed by November 10, 1714; the house was finished the 
following year. 
On June 3, 1715, the meeting house was dedicated to public worship 
by Reverend Nehemiah Walter of the First Church in Roxbury who preached 
the dedication sermon. 
The Church of Christ in Brookline.-- A meeting house had been 
built, but a parish was not yet f ormed. The first step toward the or-
gani zation of a parish was taken on March 2, 1716 , when a. committee wa.s 
app ointed by the town to decide which inha.bi ta.nts could buy space· for 
j}Tawn of Brookline, Muddy River and Brookline Records, 1634-1838, 
J. E. Farwell and Company, Boston, 1875, p. 99. 
Plate 3. Early Landmarks in Brookline, 1705 to 1865. 
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the erection of their own pews. At this time pews were constructed by 
individuals, a.nd to be able to buy space for a. pew wa.s considered a. 
very great honor. Thirteen pews were constructed by the various indi-
viduals eventually selected by the committee. 
On October 26, 1717, seventeen males and twenty-two females were 
gathered and united in a. church fellowship by Reverend l:1r. Thayer of tm 
Second Church in Roxbury. The following year a minister was settled in 
Brookline. 
Finally, in March, 1719, the arrangements for seating people not 
owning pews were completed. The seating of these people was made accord-
ing to the dignity and standing they had in the community. The total 
number of seats awarded in this manner wa s sixty-six; the total popula-
tion of B·rookline at t he time was three hundred six; a large non-church 
going population in Brookline is thus shm~n. 
At any rate, the Church of Christ in Brookline vra.s now a reality. 
Early !i.E~~--- The method of selecting a minister in these ear-
ly times followed a regular procedure ; the choice of the minister was 
left to the church while the town, through the town meeting, voted to 
concur. This form was followed until 1833 when an amendment to the 
state constitution cut the last tie which bound the religious and civil 
i nterests of the state and town. 
Before Brookline had its own meeting-house or church, the residents 
had worshipped for many years in Roxbury; thus, it was only natural for 
them to look toward Roxbury for their minister. A proposal 1:.ras made to 
Mr. James Allen to be Brooklinats first settled minister. He accepted 
and was ordained on November 5, 1718. His salary was not large, but the 
tcw1n took adequate care to protect the winister from any financial 
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worries, as v-as the case with all subsequent pastors. During his pas-
torate whioh lasted ~·enty-nine years until his death in 1847, Reve rend 
Allen became known as a pious and judicious man. 
Reverend Cotton Brown was the next minister. He wa s ordained on 
October 26 , 17L~8, and served less than two and one;..half years because ·of 
hi s untimely death on April 13, 1751, at the age of twe nty-five. The 
tcrwn immediately trie d to find somebody else to fill the pulpit, but it 
wa s two years before another minister was found. During this time the 
religious needs of the community were supplied by neighboring pastors. 
Finally, on October 15, 1753, Robert Rogerson was invited to come 
to Brookline. He accepted, but his affiliation with the people here 
was short a s he left the parish on January 29, 1755. On November 19 of 
the same year Nathaniel Potter of Elizabeth, New Jersey, was ordained 
minister. As his relationship with the parish soon became poor he 
requested his dismissal, which was granted on June 17, 1759. 
With the next minister the town fared better~ Joseph Jackson, a 
resident of Dorchester and at the time of his call a tutor at Cambridge, 
was ordained April 9, 1760. He served the church for thirty-six years 
which included the troubled times during the Revolutionary Wa r. As a 
preacher, the reverend always adher ed to the fundame ntal principle s of 
Congre gationalism. 
John Pierce, who succeeded Jackson upon the latterrs death on 
July 22, 1796, as minister of the Church of Christ in Brookline, was 
the most outstanding of all the early ministers. He was ordained on 
Mar ch 15, 1797, and served his parish faithfully for fifty-six years 
until his death August 24, 1849. Dr. Pierce was the last minister whose 
choice by the church was ratified by the town. 
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He 11 •••• was an active, energetic man, imbued with public spirit }j 
and with a decided interest ih men and affairs". His knowledge of the 
townt s history was amazing; every date and every event of importance 
was known to him. The various speeches of a historical nature which he 
delivered have been printed and provide a great wealth of information 
pertaining to the history of the town. 
~~~ and the church during the ministry of Doctor Pierce.--
Events of outstanding importance affecting both the town and the church 
happened during the ministry of Dr. Pierce. 
The first event affecting both the town and the church took place 
at the opening of. the nineteenth century. At a town meeting held in 
1804 it. was decided to build a new meeting-house as the old one was 
totally inadequate to meet the inc r eased population which at that time 
numbered approximately six-hundred five inhabitants. Although consid-
eration was given to enlarging the old meeting-house, it was decided to 
build a new one on Walnut street near the ,junction of Walnut and Warren 
streets on the spot now occupied by the First Parish in Brookline. See 
Plate 3. 
The new edifice was completed in 1806 at a cost of twenty-thousand 
one-hundred fifty-three dollars which was a large sum of money for this 
time. Dr. Pierce preached the dedication sermon on June 11, 1806, and 
on the following day the demolition of the old church commenced. 
Until 1828 the Church of Christ in Brookline was the only church 
in the town; however, in this year a Baptist Society was formed and 
erected an edifice in the town. Thus a modification was brought about 
"jj John Denehey, A History of Brookline, Massachusetts, 1630 to 1906, 
Brookline Press Company, Brookline, 1906, p. 49. 
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in the relationship between some of the inhabitants of the town and the 
established church. 
A more important modification in the relationship of the town and 
the church took place in the years 1833 and 1834. As mentioned, in 
1833 an amendment to the state constitution cut the last tie which 
bound the religious and civil intere sts of the state and town: the Con-
gregational, as well as other church societies, were no longer to be 
supported by the town but were to be private corporations. 
In accordance with the new law, the Church of Christ in Brookline 
ceased to be. It was reorganized as a private corporation supported by 
private contributions and became known as the First Parish in Brookline. 
In time the First Parish became a Unitarian church and .therefore became 
one among other sectarian churches in the town. The church has never-
the less kept the name of the First Parish in Brooklin~ and is still lo-
cated on the same site as formerly. 
In 1834 a distribution of prope rty to be owned by the church and 
by the town was ac,complished. In 1847 the property was definitely 
divided when certain refinements to the earlier distribution were made. 
In essence, the settlement between t he town and the church was such that 
the latter was given ownership of the meeting-house and the land upon 
which it stood plus certain portions of land surrounding it. 
It is evident that in 1834 the separation of the church and town 
took place. and that in 1847 the separation was complete. Church his-
tory from this time on became separate from town history. Since this 
time many other church bodies have entered Brookline, so that today 
nine Protestant and four Catholic parishes and five Jewish congrega-
tions provide for the religious life of Brookline. 
2. Schools in Brookline 
From the time of the town•s incorporation in 1705 and through the 
remainder of the eighteenth century and that part of the nineteenth 
century under discussion, the tm~n records are full of data pertaining 
to schools and education. There is, however, some confusion as to the 
establishment of the early schools in the town. 
Early schools in Brookline.-- According to tradition, t he first 
school built by the town was built on a triangular plot of ground at 
the junction of Walnut and Warren streets in 1713. See Plate 3 for the 
location of this school. This school, howeve r, wa s not the only one in 
the town, nor was it the first one e rected in this community. Accord-
ing to Mi ss Woods in her book, Historical Sketches of Brookline, the 
first school was located on School-House Lana, now School Street, a 
short distance from Harvard Street in 1686 when inhabitants of Muddy 
River received an affirmative answer to their petition requesting a 
school for their community. The actual records are silent concerning 
the original location and cost of the schoolJ ten y~ars later this 
school is referred to in the recor ds when repairs were necessary, but 
again there was no indication of its location. 
According to Miss Woods, the second school-house wa s located on 
the corner of School and Prospect streets and was a little larger than 
the first structure mentioned above. 
A new school under a new school policy.-- In the ;year 1707 a 
change in school policy took place in Brookline. Instead of supporting 
and maintaining a school as the community had done in previous years, 
the town would only assist in 11 •••• defraying the cost of the schooling 
of the children, allowing private persons to take the initiative in 
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providing the school buildings and the taachers 11 .}} In line with this 
new policy permission was granted in 1711 for the erection of ~No new 
school-houses by private parties, 11 •••• part of the expense of maintain-
ance to be paid by the tO?.rn, but the enterprise on the whole to be a 
2/ 
private venture •••• 'r- by those who built them. The first school erect-
ed by Brookline proper in 1713 appears to have been a result of this 
order of 1711. In 1713 permission was also given inhabitants in the 
southern part of the town to build a school at their own expense --
again in line with the policy laid out i n 1711. 
This new policy of partial support of the schools was conti nued 
for a considerable time; thus, more money was appropriated for school 
use immediately after the town• a incorporation than was appropriated 
late r. For instance, t wenty pounds were appropriated in 1707 while 
only ten pounds ware appropriated in 1713 and 1714. By the year 173 
thirty pounds were appropriated which still was a modest sum. In other 
?.rords, schools at this time were subsidized. In later years, however, 
all the schools were built and once again supported by the town • 
. ore provision for education.-- In 1716 the tov.rn was divided into 
three school districts which were more definitely defined in 1723. · In 
this year six school trustees were appointed for the first time -- two 
trust ees to each of the three districts. The breaking of the town into 
districts or precincts, each with two trustees, portrays a desire by 
the tmvn to provide educational opportunities, as barren as they were 
at this time, for all sections of the town. 
J(John Denehy, A History of Brookline, Massachusetts, 1630 to 1900, 
The Brookline Press Company, Brookline, 1906, p. 64. 
2/Ibid., p. 66. 
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About the year 1723 a continual debate began on the question of 
whether to have one, two, or three schoolhouses in the town. This ques-
tion over school accomodations agi tated the town until 1745, yet noth-
ing was done beyond the annual appropriation for the schools then in 
existence. In this latter ~ar, on December 17, the tryNn voted to build 
a ne> schoolhouse in the southern part of the town on land given it by 
Joseph and Moses Yfuite. This buildinf!. was erected the following year 
and was located on Warren Street between Heath and Clyde streets, but 
was later moved to a. new site on Heath Street. 
From 1747 until 1760 the town records give little mention of 
schools; hcw~ver, in the latter year the citizens in the southwe st sec-
tion of t he town requested that a. school be built in that neighborhood. 
It vra.s not until 1768, however, that a schoolhouse was built here. 
This school wa s located in Newton Street and eventually was called the 
Putterham School, sometimes referred to as the Nev~on Street School. 
From 1768 to 1800 the town could conveniently be divided into four 
school districts: the middle district with a school · at the junction of 
Walnut and Warren streets; a. north district with a. school on School 
Street; a south district with a school on Heath Street; a southwe st 
district with a. school on Newton Stre et. During this period between 
1767 to 1800 and for some time before, the school in the middle district 
was the central school of the school system then existing. In this same 
period two woment s schools were opened, but were only kept for three 
months during the summer. 
The central school.-- The central school, or the school in the 
middle district, had classes from April to November, while school in 
the winter months would be kept in the i mmediate neighborhoods at the 
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district schools mentioned above. School at this time was hel d in both 
summer and vnnter, and many times the t e rms of school were short and 
irregular. 
Evidently this school ·was a popula r institution, for students from 
other towns attended it. There is also evidence of serious crowding 
in that the town voted in January, 1781, to exclude all children from 
adjacent towns from attending this school. 
The old wooden structure that served as the schoolhouse in this 
district was torn down, . and a brick schoolhouse was built on the same 
site in 1793. From the time ·t his new building wa s erected it was used 
not only as a school but for town meetings as well. 
A. nigh school develops, 1800 to 1865.-- In 1825 a stone building 
----~---- ---- ---
was erected next to the meeting-house on Walnut Street and served as a 
town house (to be discussed) and school. This building stands today; 
it is known as Pierce Hall and belongs to the First Parish in Brook-
line. 
The upper story of this new building which ' as dedicated on Janu-
ary l, 1825, was used as a town hall. The lower story was utilized a s 
a school for which the building was primarily built and became the 
school for the widdle distriot as the old brick school house built in 
1793 was torn down. 
This building was used as a district school (primary school) until 
1843 when, by the vote of the town, it was utilized as the first high 
school ·in the town. The building was set up as a high school for the 
cost of only two-hundred eighty-one dollars and sixty-seven cents. The 
new high school was open for students ten years old and over. Benja-
min H. Rhoades was the first principal of the school. 
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With the growth of the tovm and with the growing interest in pub-
lic education a new two story wooden building comprising a high school 
v. as built i n 1857 on the corner of School and Prospect streets at the 
cost of about forteen thousand dollars. This building was used as a 
high school until 1895, whe n the present high school on Greenough 
Street was built. 
Changes in the district schools.-- "'ith the opening of a high 
school in 1B43, Brookline had only three di strict schools (primary 
schools) remaining. The Ne\vton Street School located in the southwest 
district had been enlarged in 1839, thus providing better accomoda-
tions than the primary school on Heath Street in the southern di strict, 
or the North Primary School on School Street which wa s only a little 
building with two rooms. 
At the time t he first high school opened, the town wa s gr owi ng 
i n population, and it was soon discove red that the high school c ould 
not ac comodate all children ten years old and over wh o wished to go 
t o this schoo l. Besides, many children of this age l eve l -.ra r e not 
sufficiently advanced to enter the hi gh school. An intermediat e 
school wa s opened in t wo rooms in the lower pa1·t of t he town hall 
(built i n 1845) i :1 the year 1846 to aooomodate those children who were 
not sufficiently advanced for the high school yet too old f"or the · p1",_• 
mary schools. By 1855 this intermediate school occupied its own build-
ing and was called the Pearl Place School, and in the year last men-
tioned it was both a primary school and intermediate school. 
By the year 1855 it is evident that the town was attempting to 
improve its educational facilities, for in addition to the new Pearl 
Place School the town built a new p rimary school called the Harvard 
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Street Primary. A new school-house on Heath Street was also opened, 
and the old primary school on Heath St r eet was closed as a school. Soon 
after this school opened it was found necessary to establish a grammar 
school in the same building. 
In 1855 a four room brick building comprising both a grammar and 
primary school was built on Prospect Street and took the place of the 
old "North Primary located on School Street. The new high school, opened 
in 1857, occupied the site of the old primary school on School Street. 
The old high school on Walnut Street wa s utilized as the South Primary 
School until 1868. 
During the three year period, 18.55 to 1857, Brookline opened five 
new schools leaving the Nevnon Street School as the oldest in the town, 
yet the latter was in good condition. 
~~~!!:.:_e year 1865.-- By the year ending February 1, 1865. 
the schools existent in Brookline numbered seven. They were the high 
school, the Ward School (formerly the Pearl Place School), the Harvard 
Street School, and the Heath Street School. 
At this time, all the schools except the high school were divided 
into two distinct grades -- primary and grammar. This system of grada-
tion was followed in all the schools except the Ward School where, at 
this time, it was deemed best to have an intermediate grade between the 
primary and the grammar classes. 
As seen, by 1865, Brookline was rapidly improving its school acoo-
modations. However, Brookline was aware of the fact that better build-
ings do not necessarily mean better schools. For some time prior to 
1865 the curriculum wa s constantly improved, and new subj acts, formerly 
considered as foreign, were introduced. By 1865, as well, standards of 
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qualification for teachers had been vastly improved. 
3· Cemeteries in Brookline 
For years the residents of Muddy River worshipped in Roxbury and 
were buried there as well. After Brookline was incorporated and a 
meeting-house was erected (1715) the town still needed a burying ground 
in the community. The burial of the dead seems to have been somewhat of 
a public function, considering the efforts made by the town to secure a 
cemetery. 
A cemete!Jf is procured.-- As early as the year 1706 an attempt was 
made by the town to secure a plot of ground for a cemetery, but all ef-
forts made at this time to procure one were futile as were the efforts 
made in t he year 1713. Finaliy, in Apri l, 1717, the town bought a half 
acre of land from Samuel Clark Jr. for eight pounds to be used as a 
cemetery. As shown in Plate 3 this burying ground was located near the 
first meeting-house on Walnut Street. The plot now comprises the 
present Walnut Street Cemetery. 
As the church and the town were united at this time, the cemetery 
belonge d to the Church as well as to the town. However, with the separ-
ation of the two bodies in 1833 the cemetery remained town property. 
From the time this cemeter y was procured until 1840 no great im-
provements were made; however, in this latter year the question of en-
l arging and imr roving the burying ground was discussed and it was deemed 
necessary to improve the grounds. A half acre of land was bought on 
the south side of the burying ground from the heirs of Samuel Clark Jr. 
for the purpose of enlarging the grounds. With the enlargement came an 
overall improvement of the oemeteryts condition so that today the 
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cemetery here looks much the same as it did following its enlargement 
and improvement. 
A new cemetery is procured.-- The burying ground on Walnut Street 
served the town until the year 1875 when thirty acres of land was pur-
chased by the town in the southwest section of Brookline for use as a 
cemetery. This was the beginning of the pre sent Walnut Hills Cemetery. 
The old cemetery which served the town for more than one hundred 
fifty years and which is the burial place of many people whose names 
are significantly attached to the history of the town was neglected 
after the new cemetery was purchased. The descendants of the people 
buried here either moved away or became extinct; thus, the lots never 
received the proper attention needed. This situation was corrected in 
the early years of the twentieth century when the town took char ge of 
the care of the Walnut Street Cemetery which it still maintains under 
the directorship of the Trustees of the Walnut Hills Cemetery. 
4. Transportation and Communication in Brookline 
A great need of any community is to have access to all it s parts, 
thus the necessity for roadse ~·his factor is important in the estab-
lishment of the first roads or "hi ghways" in the hamlet of Muddy Rivera~ 
and the continual development of them until the present time. However, 
intercommunication was not the only governing factor in the development 
of the early roads. The geographical position of Muddy River was such 
that it was a pivotal area for traffic flowing west from Boston, Box-
bury, and Dorchester, to such places as Cambridge, Watert~fln. Dedham, 
and beyond. 
The fact that Muddy River held such a strategic location as a 
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transportation artery was the other governing reason for building roads 
in Brookline at this early period. The hamlet, after its incorporation 
as a town, continued to hold this strate gic position well into the first 
quarter of the nineteenth century. 
Three major roads, among others, were laid out in Muddy River to 
accomodate the flow of traffic from and to Boston, and these three roads 
are today among Brooklinets most heavily used. The great road building 
e nterprises in Brookline took place, for the most part, prior to its 
incorporation and after the year 1800. 
Naturally, with the development of roads came certain types of 
business establishments and certain forms of transportation • 
. The Sherburne R~.-- An early reference to the settlement of 
Kuddy River appeared in the Massachusetts Colony Records dated August, 
1633. At this time it was agreed that a cart-bridge be built in some 
convenient place over the Muddy River. In this manner it is indicated 
that a road in some form apparently existed in the hamlet at the time, 
and evidently difficulty was being met in crossing the river to reach 
it. It is believed that the cart-bridge was built in 1634, but the 
actual date of its construction is not known. 
Evidence indicates that this cart-bridge met with an old Indian 
trail which followed along the lines of the present Walnut, Boylston, 
and Heath streets, Pound Lane, and Reservoir Road to Brighton (at that 
time a part of Cambridge). This Indian trail was used by John Eliot~ 
the famous Indian apostle, in his visits to an Indian village in 
Nonantum (Newton). According to Miss Woods in her book, Historical 
Sketches of Brookline, this trail was laid out as a "highway" to 
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Cambridge in 1(:40 by a committee appointed for this purpose by the town 
of Boston. "At best it [the trail laid out in ltJ-t.§' did nothing better 
but more clearly indicate the path used by the Indians, so those un-
skilled inwoodcraft could follow it with little or no difficulty.'~ 
According to Edward Wild Baker in his article, "The Old Worce star Turn-
pike", written for the Brookline Historical Society, the Sherburne Road, 
as shown in Plata 3, was not laid until 1658 when it took the place of 
the "highway" of 1t40 which it substantially followed except that it 
continued on Heath Street to Newton instead of veering off into the 
present Pound Lane and Reservoir Road. 
Walnut and Heath streets, forming the major portion of the Sher-
burna Road at this time, are considered the oldest streets in the tmvn 
and were used to accomodata traffic to such areas as Framingham and 
beyond. 
The road to Watertown.-- In 1657 a notice was given to both Water-
town and Cambridge that they mi ght 11 •••• depute some to joyne with ours 
Lfepresantatives from Muddy Rive r acting for the town of Bosto!Y •• •• to 
l ay out a highway from muddy river to watertown hill, •••• tha said road 
to be four rods [Sixty-six feagin breadth and directed by marked 
trees".~ This "highway" was completed i n the same year, having t aken 
but one month to complete. As shown i n Plata 3 this road wa s laid out 
between Aspinwall and Corey hills and. today is known as Wa shington 
Street . This route wa s used by all people travelling east and west fran 
Roxbury, Dorchester, and Boston to Brighton, Watertown, and 'l:Yaltham. 
}?Edward Yild Baker, "The Old V{orce st er Turnpike", in Brookline Histori-
cal Society, Proceedings, 1907, Riverdale Press, Brookline, p. 27. 
~Town of Brookline, Muddy River and Brookline Records, 1634 to 1838, 
J. E. Farwell and Company, Boston, 1875, p. 350. 
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The Cambridge Road.-- The Cambridge Road, the Road to the Colleges, 
or the present day Harvard street was contemplated quite early. This 
project was considered in 1(:42, but nothing resulted due to disagree-
ment between the towns concerned. That this project was still not oar-
ried out by 1661 is indicated by a record of ~..:arch 25, 1661, by which 
11 
•••• Peter Olliver and Peter Aspinwall are deputed to joyne with 
' y 
Cambridge men to lay outt a highway from muddy river to Ce.mbridgen. 
There were no immediate results from this mseting. Finally, in 1662, 
another meeting vras held among delegates f .rom Boston and Cambridge, in 
an attempt to make arrangements for the "highway" to Cambridge . This 
meeting almost ended in a failure, but evidence indicates that this pro-
ject was at last accomplished, and a road connected Muddy River with 
its neighbor on the northwest (Cambridge) in this latter year. See 
Plate 3 for the location of this road. 
The common route to the Brookline roads.•- Until the construction 
• 
of the Mill Dam in 1821 (later part of Beacon Street), the bulk of all 
communication from Boston going i n a wester ly direction passed out 
through Newbury and Orange streets (a part of the pre sent vrashington 
Street in Boston), over Boston Neck (Washington Street near Dover 
Street), then through the pre sent Roxbury Street to Roxbury Crossing 
and then along the present Tremont Street and Huntington Avenue (the 
three latter streets together were then called the "Road to Cambridge") 
into Muddy River. Naturally, travellers coming fromwester n areas and 
travelling east through one of the major roads in Muddy River to Boston 
went by this same route. Local inhabitants of Muddy River also used 
J(Town of Brookline, Muddy Rive~nd Brookline Records, 1634 to 1838, 
J. E. Farwell and Company, Boston, 1875, p. 37. 
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this route when going to or from Boston. See Plate 3 for its location. 
The three major roads in Muddy River which connected with this oo~ 
man crossing to Boston were not the o~ly roads laid out in this period, 
but they were the most important of all the roads then in existence~ 
Road development from 1705 to_l800.-- From the incorporation of 
the town in 1705 to the beginning of the nineteenth century there were 
no great road developments in the town. Roads that were needed in addi-
tion to those already in existence were laid out, and were constructed 
especially to connect the subordinate centers of population in the town 
with the canter of the town which, at that time, was located on the 
Sherburne Road in the vicinity of the first meeting house. Brookline 
did not plot many roads in this period because the oonnnunity was a 
farming area, and the need of many roads crossing it was not needed as 
long as those in existence were sufficient to meet the needs of the 
people residing here. 
Aside from the roads which were laid out by the town, there was 
from every isolated farm house " •••• a track or lane /Yffiic'i/ would find 
its way to the center of activity, and thence to every other isolated 
;/ farm •••• ', but naturally roads developed in this fashion did not enjoy 
the advantages of those laid out by the town which would maintain care 
of its ''highways". When the town built a road or public way" •••• the 
property of individuals might be crossed as convenience directed, and 
provision made for the maintenance of the route in passable condition 
:31 for the acoomodation of all at the general expense". 
i(John Curtis, History of Brookline, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 
1933. p. 81. 
~Ibid., p. 81. 
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During this period, the public ways or "highways 11 maintained by the 
town were under the care of men called surveyors who were elected for 
this purpose. The levy for "highway" maintenance in 1718 was t wenty 
pounds; eighty pounds was the co~mon sum for a number of years after 
the middle of this century. The sums me ntioned for road maintenance 
were not used for support of roads or lanes built by the initiative of 
individual inhabitants. 
Punch Bowl Tavern.-- Travel to and from Boston through the Brook-
line roads created a need for stopping places called inns, taverns, or 
ordinaria s. 
A tavern was built in Brookline in what is now Village Square at a 
point where the three major roads passed through the village. This 
tavern, shown in Plate 3, was built around the year 1717 and was called 
the "Punch Bowl Tavern". It received thi s name from the sign suspended 
on a post in front of the tavern: on it was depicted a bowl and ladle 
overhung by a lemon tree loaded with fruit, some of which lay a round 
t he bowl as if they had fallen from the tree. Due to the location of 
t his tavern it was inevitable that travellers going to and from Boston 
would stop here for rest and refreshment. A thriving busine as was en-
joyed by the proprietors of the tave rn during the stage-coach era, i. e. 
be~fleen the Revolutionary War and the turn of the ninetee nth century. 
The Punch Bowl became such a maj or stop for travellers that its fame, 
as a result, sp read far and wide. People were even calling Brookline 
the Punch Bowl Village. 
The tavern was an important center for community activit:y, too. 
The villagers would often gather here to listen to and to exchange 
topics with travellers passing through. It reminds one of the famous 
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tea shops of England whe re people gathered for news, opinions~ and bits 
of intelligence. The selectmen of Brookline often held meetings here. 
The tavern was also a center for gay parties for people in surrounding 
communities, and it was often frequented by British officers before the 
Revolution. 
The tavern was bought by a Mr. Isaac Thayer in 1833 and was sub-
sequently torn down. 
There were two more taverns of note in Brookline~ although not as 
famous as the Punch Bowl. Dana's Tavern, which stood facing the pres-
ent Harvard Square, was frequented quite a bit, especially by country 
produce leaders, but it never received patronage like the Punch Bowl 
did. This establishment burned down about 1816. See Plate 3 for the 
location of Dana ts Tavern. 
Bichardts Tavern, built about 1770 1 and as shown in Plate 3, faced 
Heath Street near where Hammond Street now passes. This place, too, 
never received business to equal that of the Punoh Bowl. 
The Worceste2'....1._urnpike .-- In the nineteenth century a number of 
great road ventures were undertaken in Brookline~ especially before the 
middle of this century. 
In the years 1806 and 1807 one of the great road project s wa s un-
dertaken with the construction of t he •orcaster Turnpike through Brook-
line as a toll road. It was built by the Worcester Turnpike Corporation 
which was incorporated in 1806 under the provisions of an act passed by 
the legislature in 1805 pertaining to turnpike corporations. 
As shown in Plate 3, that portion of the turnpike built in Brookline 
during the years 1806 to 1807 began at the pre sent Village Square~ 
crossed Cypress Street and continued until it met the old sherburne 
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Ro ad which it followed to the point where the present Heath Street meets 
Boylston Street as the turnpike in Brookline is now called. The turn-
pike continued until it came in sight of Richardts Tavern where it con-
tinued on westward. 
At the initiation of this project the trunpike corpor ation proudly 
announced that upon its completion t he turnpi ke would II • • •••• g1. ve ma.x1mum 
speed in a minimum amount of time because it wa.s laid out on simple 
mathematical principles that a straight line is the shortest distance 
be tween two points" .Y The engineers followed this principle and built 
the road in a straight line, but i n so doing the road extended over 
every hill and grading, the engineers forgetting that the actual dis-
t ance travelled over the hill may be as long as the distance a round its 
base to say nothing of the fact that a. traveller must climb one side 
and hold back a team when going down the other side. 
This road wa s intended to t ake the place of the old Sherburne Road, 
but due to the way it was built -- over every hill and grade -- the 
carriers and many other people stuck to the old She1•burne Road which 
afforded them easier grades than this new highway. 
Although the Worcester Turnpike was of great benefit to those who 
used it, it did not prove profitable to its proprietors, and in 1832 
the turnpike corporation petitioned the Norfolk Coup.ty Commissioners to 
establish that portion of the turnpike between Kimball Tavern in Need-
ham and the Punch Bowl Tavern in Brookline as a public or common high-
way. The next year steps were taken to fill this petition even though 
Brookline objected because of the expense it would have to burden in 
kee ping the road in good repair, to sa.y nothing of the immediate repairs 
Daniel G. Lacy, "Old Streets in Brookline" in the Brookline Eistorical 
ooiety, Proceedings, March, 1950, Brookline Historical Society, p. 35 
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necessary An agreement was finally evolved whereby the Worcester Turn-
pike Corporation was to pay five hundred dollars for making the necessary 
repairs, and then the town no longer objected to maintaining the road as 
a public highway. 
From 1833 to 1870 many changes were made to the turnpike in Brook-
line, none of which, however, substantially changed the original charao-
tar of the road. Today the turnpike is under state authority. 
In 1841 the town gave the name Boylston Street to that portion of 
the Worcester Turnpike within Brookline. 
Transportation in and through Brook~.-- For years travel to and 
from Boston and Brookline was by way of Boston neck, and for years the 
local residents of Brookline walked this route. In the ~ar 1816, how-
ever, a Mr. Eliphalet Spur started a stage-coach line between the Punch 
Bowl Tavern in Brookline and Boston. The stage ran twice a day, and the 
price was twenty-five cents, but patronage was not heavy as most people 
felt the t wenty-five cent fee was exhorbitant; thus, in a year or two 
the stage was discontinued. After a few years, however, other stage-
lines opened, and they remained to accomodate the town until the open-
ing of the Brookline Branch Railroad in 1848. 
In 1831 and 1832 there were approximately one-hundred six coach 
lines ru~Jdng out of Boston in different directions, many of whi ch 
passed through Brookline -- the exaot number is not known. It is estim-
ated " •••• that in 1831 the average amount travelling between Boston and 
Worce sta r -- the bulk of which passed through Brookline -- was equal to 
twenty-two thousand three-hundred sixty passages per annum, for which 
the low·est far was tvro dollars and the shortest time six hours"J/ 
1/Edwa.rd Wild Baker, "The Old Worcester Turnpike", in the Brookline His-
~orioal Society, Proceedings, 1907, p. 46. 
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Other long distance coaches, such as the New York Mail Stage and 
the Uxbridge Stage, passed through Brookline, but these did not accomo-
date Brookline travel. 
The Mill Dam.-- Less than one hundred fifty years a go the basin of 
the Charles River " •••• spread its waters over all the area now bounded 
by Charles Street, Park Square, and Pleasant Street almost to Washing-
ton Street, then by a winding shore line along the narrov,r Boston Neck 
:II to the uplands of Roxbury, close to the Pre sent Roxbury Crossing" .. 
Just about all of this area comprising ar~ut six hundred acres over 
which the tide flowed from seven to tan feet deep has now been filled 
in and made land giving Boston its West End and Back Bay sections. 
The first step in this filling project was the bu~lding of the Mill 
Dam by the Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation under a. charter granted 
to them by the General Court in 1814 empowering the corporation to oon-
st ruct a dam from Charles Street in Boston across the Charles River to 
Sewallts Point in Brookline-- a distance of tvro-thousand six- hundre d 
forty yards, or a little over one and one-half miles. A road wa s also 
constructed over this da.m. Another dam with roadway buil t from the end 
of the main dam to the Punch Bowl Taver n in Brookline was called the 
Punch Bowl Road, presently called Brookline Avenue. Still another road 
was built from Sewallts Point east through Brookline and is today known 
as Commonwealth Avenue. 
The Mill Da.m with its tributary roads was completed in 1821 aft e r 
several years• work. See Plate 4 for their location. The r oam:ays con-
struoted were set up as toll roads, and the toll from Brookline to 
}?Edward Wild Baker, "Mill Da.m", copied from tyt>ed manuscript in Mrs. 
Ba.kert s possession, 1932. 
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Plate 4. Further Developments in Brookline , 1705 to 1865. 
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Boston over the 1tlll Dam was six and one-fourth cents, a bit steep for 
residents of Brookline who were primarily farmers; thus, they continued 
to use the old route over Boston neck. It was the hope of the propriet-
or s in constructing the Mill Dam to utilize the water power created for 
operating mills. This plan, however, did not materialize as expected. 
The building of the Mill Dam and its tributary roads removed a por-
tion of Brooklinets heavy traffic which it had enjoyed for so many 
years between Boston and towns west of it. 
From the time the 1lill Dam was constructed, Brookline stopped be-
ing strictly a farming community and became a residential district as a 
result of the roads over the Mill Dam which allowed more people from 
Boston to take up residence in Brookline. 
In November, 1868, the roads over t he Mill Dam were laid out as 
public ways, and the town of Brookline accepted as much of the Mill Dam 
that laid within the town as a public street called Beacon street (to 
be discussed); the ea.sterly fork was accepted as Brighton Avenue (now 
Commonwealth Avenue), the westerly fork was accepted as Brookline 
Avenue. 
Public streets in Brookli~~~-1844.-- In 1841 a wholesale naming 
of streets was undertaken. Among those renamed at this time were the 
Watertown Road, the Cambridge Road, and the Worcester Turnpike (that 
portion lying in Brookline). These streets became known as Washington 
Street, Harvard Street~ and Boylston Street respectively. Heath and 
Walnut streets were named thus at this time also. 
The following table shows the public streets in Brookline in the 
year 1844 according to a survey made by E. F. Woodward. The streets 
mentioned were among those named in 1841. See Plate 4 for their location. 
Table 1. Public Streets of Brookline in 
the Year 1844 ]/ 
Streets 
1 
Boylston Street ••••• . ••••• 
Newton Street •••••• • •••••• 
Heath Street ••••••••••• • •• 
Washington Street ••••••••• 
Harvard Street •••••••••••• 
Warren Street •••••• · ••••••• 
Walnut Street ••••••••••••• 
Clyde Street •••••••••••••• 
South Street •••••••••••••• 
Brighton Street (present 
Chestnut Hill Avenue} ••• 
Cypress Street •••••••••••• 
Cottage street •••••••••••• 
Pennimants Lane (present 
Pound Lane) ••••••••••••• 
School Street ••••••••••••• 
Cross Street (pre sent H~-
mond street) •••••••••••• 
Length in 
Rods 
2) 
~6 
612 
528 
428 
379 
307 
290 
275 
242 
150 
112 
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Rail roads in Brookline.-- The railroad line from Boston to Worce s-
ter was built by the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corporation (now the 
Boston and Albany, New York Central» Lessee) in 1834 and 1835. The 
line, opened to Newton on April 16 , 1834, and to Worcester on July 3, 
1835» passed through the eastern end of Brookline. This line wa s soon 
pushed all the way through to Albany, New York. 
In 1848, although many tm1nspeople objected, the Brookline branch 
of the Boston and Worcester Railway was opened as far as Brookline Vil-
lage. Eve ntually, this line extended to Newton Highlands and then to 
Riverside where it joined to main line to 1orcester and Alb any. Today 
1/E. F. 'oodward» A survey of the streets of Brookline, 18~4. 'No souro::~ 
of publication. 
this branch is called the Newton Highlands Branch of the Boston and 
Albany Railroad. See Plate 4 for its location in Brookline. 
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The line from Boston to Brookline was opened April 8, 1848, and 
over two thousand people were treated to free rides on fourteen trains. 
Regular trains began to run on April 10. The first time table shows 
that there were fourteen trains running each day -- seven from Boston 
and seven from Brookline. They left Brookline at 8, 9, and 11 A. M., 2, 
3 1/2, 6, and 7 1/2 P. M. They left Boston at 8 lf2 and 10 A. M., 
12 1/4, 2 1/2, 7, and 9 1/2 P .. M. It is interesting to note that at 
this time the half-hours and quarter-hours were designated by the frac-
tions, as just mentioned. At that time trains going into Boston were 
all given names; the earliest, the ''workies"; the next, the ndeokies"; 
then, the "shirkies"; .last, the 11 flirties". All baggage taken on any 
train was taken at the risk of the owner. In those days, as well as 
today, fares paid at the ticket office were less than those paid on the 
train. 
The opening of the railroad in Brookline put the stages which ran 
over Boston neck to the city out of business and made transportation to 
and from Boston and Brookline faster than ever before. The r a ilroad 
also accelerated the residential movement in Brookline which had start-
ed with the completion of the Mill Dam because it brought an easy means 
of communication with Boston where many people maintained their busi-
nesses. 
Beacon Street.-- Three decades after the completion of the Mill 
Dam oame the construction of a public road called Beaoon S.treet whioh 
can be seen in Plata 4, from the Mill Dam through Brookline to the 
Brighton line. The construction of this street was completed in 1852, 
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but not without a lot of controversy. 
Mr. George Griggs of Brookline, the guiding spirit in this ventura, 
proposed the laying out of Beacon Street in 1849, but a treme ndous oppo-
sition was raised by many of his fellow tm~nsmen. This opposition is 
shown in a t~rn-meeting held on September 10, 1849, where the petition 
~or the construction of this road was violently opposed. 
Not to be defeated, Geor ge Gr i ggs renewed the question of this road 
again at the March meeting of 1850, but his motion was defeated once 
more. By this time, however, the town was about equally divided on the 
subject. and the rival factions beoame quite bitter* On July 25 of 
this year, however, a vote was finally passed appropriating mo n y for 
t he construction of a portion of this public way running from Washing,-
ton Street to the Brighton line. The f ollowing year (1851) the road 
from Washington Street to the Mill Dam was laid out. "t'lhen finished in 
1852 the total cost of the road had amounted to a sum between thirteen 
and fourteen thousan dollars. 
In 1868 the portion of the Mill Dam that lay within the town of 
Brookline also became part of Beacon Street. 
The effects of improved co~~unications.-- The building of t he l~ll 
Dam, the Worcester Turnpike, and Beacon Street plus the development of 
railroads brought an improved means of communication with distant places 
and removed the heavy traffic which once flowed through the town of 
Brookline. With the development of these improved means of cormnunica-
tion came an extensive program from this period of street betterment 
within the town. Presently Brookline oontains approximately ninety 
miles of streets. 
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5. Town Halls and a Library for Brookline 
Many events of importance took place in the first half of t he 
nineteenth century and not bo be overlooked are the development of town 
halls and the first public library in Brookline. 
The first town hall.-- In the year 1824 the problem of building a 
new schoolhouse to replace the old brick schoolhouse on the triangul a r 
plot of ground at Walnut and Warren streets was discussed. A town house 
was also needed at this time, so on May 10 of this year the town decided 
to build a two- story building which was to serve both as a school and as 
a town house. The building was erected and was dedicated on J anuary 1, 
1825. As shown in Plate 4, this building was, and still is. located in 
the present Walnut Street near the First Parish in Brookline. 
The top floor of this new building became the tovm hall, the first 
apartment to be specifically called by that name, and whose primar y use 
was for town meetings. The first floor was used as one of the district 
schools of the town until 1843 when Brookliners first high school was 
established in this building. 
In 1843, when the high school v,ras settled in the building dis-
cussed here, the town needed a new administrative building . A new town 
hall was thus erected in 1845 (to be discussed), while the old town 
house continued to be used as a hi gh school until 1857. I n t hat year 
a new high school building v as erected on the corner of School and Pro g. 
peat streets . The old building was then utilized as a primary school, 
called the South Primary, until 1868. 
In 1869 the town sold the building to Edward Atkinson who used it 
as a private school. Mr. Atkinson closed the school in 1888, and the 
hall was up for sale. In 1890 the First Parish of Brookline bought the 
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building located adjacent to its church from Mr. Atkinson. The place, 
named Pierce Hall in recognition of Rever end John Pierce, still stands 
today beside the First Parish Church whi ch owns it. 
The second town hall.-- As mentioned, a new town hall was erected 
in 1845 because Brookline had outgr mrn the old one. The need for a new 
building was evident in 1843, so consideration of a new building was 
undertaken in the winter of this year. A committee was put to work to 
consider locations for a new town house . Several locations were con-
sidered by the group, but when the committee re ported to the t own on 
January 30, 1844, it recommended a site on Washington Street as the 
best. 
This location was selected, and a two-story, wooden town house 
was built on the site now occupied by the present building. See Plate 
4. This building was dedicated on October ll_+, 1845, with Reverend John 
Pierce delivering the speech to dedicate the building. Reverend Pieroets 
speech wa s a historical address giving a resume of Brooklinets history 
up to that time. Later, this address was printed in book form at the 
expense of the town. 
Two apartments in this building were set up for school use, and 
the first public library, when opened in 1857, was located on the first 
floor of this building. 
The selectmen were authorized " ·· •• to open the town hall for all 
purposes of public good, on application of three le gal voters of the 
town, provided all expenses of ope ning the same be paid b:y those who 
:Y 
apply -- except when such expenses can be le ga lly paid by the town". 
TJTown of Brookline, ~kline Town Rec ords, 1838 to 1857, C. A. W. 
Spencer, Brookline, 1892, p. 171. 
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The cost to erect this building was six thousand fifty-seven dol-
lars and fifty-two cents, apart from the cost of the land. The building 
was erected within the appropriation made for this purpose -- an unusual 
accomplishment. 
This town hall served the comJnunity until 1872 when another was 
built on t he same site. 
The first public library in Broo kline.-- The library movement 
- --- - --- - -
started in Brookline vrhen a private library association was or ganized. 
The rules of the new organdzation we re adopted on December 27, 1825. 
Reverend Pierce was the first president of the organization; the secret-
ary was Otis Wilhington; the treasurer, John Rolinson; and librarian 
for the group was Oliver ~fhyte, the t own clerk and subsequent postmaster. 
The organization was run on a subscription basis whereby an indi-
vidual paid five dollars f or the first two years of membership and two 
dollars annually thereafter. 
In the beginning books were kept in the home of Oliver Whyte, the 
librarian. Later the librarywas quartered at the shoe sh6p of John 
Leads on ashington Street. 
The next move toward a public library came t w·enty years later in 
the autumn of 1846 when an institution in the nature of a Mechanics• 
Institute, similar to those organized in other towns in this period, 
was developed. It consisted of a group of young men, mechanics and 
others rho were interested in increasing their knowledge and improving 
themselves mentally. The people belonging to this group hired a small 
room and fitted it for use as a library. Each person belonging to this 
organization contributed whatever books and reading matter he owned to 
be used interchangeably. This organization subscribed for and took 
papers from Boston, New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, lashington, and 
New Orleans. Occasionally the gr oup hired a lar ge room for discussing 
topics pertinent to the day, or to read or recite poetry or prose. 
The organization disbanded in 1849, partially as a result of the 
news of gold in California. Some members , succumbing to the "gold 
fever ", left for California, and various circumstances called others 
away. As a result the organization was discontinued. 
After the disbanding of this library association one of its mem-
bars, Elisha Hall, is said to have advised Horace Mann to father a bill 
in the state legislature authorizing the towns and cities to appropri-
ate money for the maintenance of public libraries. This bill b.eoama 
law in 1851 when an act was passed by wh ich cities and towns ware sano-
tioned to equip and maintain public libraries. 
Brookline did not take advantage of this law until March, 1857, 
when by the vote of the tm>rn nine hundred thirty-four dolls.rs were set 
aside for the "foundation and commencement" of the library and two hun-
dred thirty-three dollars for its "maintenance and increase 11 • It wa s 
also voted that twelve persons be elected and constitute a board of 
trustees " •••• with authority to make suitable regulations for the govern-]/ 
ment and management of said library11 • The present board of trustees 
still consists of twelve persons. 
The library was ope ned Decembe r 2, 18?7. on the first floor of the 
t~rn hall erected in 1845 and remained there until 1869 when a library 
building was constructed. See Plate 4. At its opening in 1857 the 
library contained nine hundred books, and by the time it moved into its 
17Tmvn of Brookline, Brookline Town Record~, 1838 to 1857, C. A. W. 
Spencer, Brookline, 1892, p. 562. 
new quarters in 1869 it contained eleven thousand volumes. More in-
formation on this new library will be found in a proceeding chapter. 
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CRAFTER III 
BROOKLI:r-JS I N THE WAR S 
From 1705 to 1865 three wars of great importance to the Ame rican 
people were fought: the Revolutionary War, the Wa r of 1812, and the Civ-
il rfar. Brooklina•s response to these wars not only indicates how the 
inhabitants of this community felt toward them, but indicates rather 
well the feeling that the people of New England in general had toward 
each war . The political, social, and economic factors which aroused 
Brookline to give or not to give support to the wars wer e generally 
true to the rest of New Engl and as well. 
The revolutionary be ginnings in Brookline.-- To portray the early 
----------- - ' ~-~ 
signs of discontent taken by Brookline towards England until the actual 
outbreak of hostilities between Engl and and the American colonies is a 
difficult task. 
I n the year 1767 the first hostile feeli ngs toward England a re re-
corded. I n December of t his year the tmvn voted to take all prudent and 
legal measures to discourage the use of "European superfluities 11 in-
cluding, parti cularly, glass and tea which were subject to a.n English 
tax. From this year to t he end of the Revolution, the Brookline town 
rec ords are full of patriotic resolutions. 
On January 3, 1773, the town of Brookline recorde d themselves as 
always ready to add their mite towards " •• •• withstanding any arbitrary 
or despotick Measures that a re or may be car ried on to overthro-w the 
Constitution and depr ive us of all our invaluable Ri ghts and Privileges 
-56-
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v1hich are and ought to be as dear or de arer than Life itselfe" .- In the 
same ye a r the famous Boston Tea Party took place in which fifty or six-
ty men disguised as Indians boarded ships in Boston bearing te a from 
England and threw the tea overboard rather than pay the duty re quired 
on it. 
It is not knm~n whether Brookline men took any active pa rt i n the 
Boston Tea Party, but it is obvious that Brookline favored it as i ndi-
cated by a vote inthe town in November , 1773, to " •••• oppose ·and 
frustrate this most dangerous te a scheem and every other that shall 
Appea r to us to be Subversive of the Rights and Liberties of America, 
and conse quently dishonorably t o t he Crown and Di gnity of our Sovereign 
Lor d the King" .l/ 
By September, 1774, open rebelli on appeared close at hand, for a 
committee was appointed by the town to examine the military prepare.-
tion a taken in ca se of a sudden att ack . 
A war breaks out.-- By April, 1775, resort to arms was inevitable. 
Ammunition and arms which had been collected over a long period of time 
by many different towns in Massachusetts were shipped to Conco r d. The 
British knew of this, so in the night of April 18, 1775, a. force of men 
under the command of General John Pitcairn was dispatched to Concord to 
destroy the arms and am~unition accumulated there. This move led to the 
Battle of Lexington and Concord and the outbreak of the Revolutionary 
War. 
Preparation had been made by the colonists to arouse the oountry-
]lTown of Brookline, Muddy River and Brookline Records, 1634 to 1838, 
J. E. Farwell and Company, Boston, 1875, P• 239. 
~Ibid., p. 244. 
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side in the event the British would make an attempt to destroy the ammu-
nitions gathered in Concord; therefore, on the night of April 18, Wil-
liam Dawes and Paul Revere rode on horseback to ar ouse the country that 
the "redcoats" were marching on Concord. William Dawes passe d through 
Brookline on his ride, but failed to give notice to the inhabitants 
there that the "redcoats" were coming ~ 
Meanwhile , the British met a colonial force of "minutemen" at 
Lexi ngton where the first shot · of t he Revolutionar y War was f ired. Re-
sistance here by the "minutemen" proved futile, so the British marched 
on t o Concord where they again oama into conflict with the colonists, 
but they successfully destroyed the small quantity of stores vm ioh had 
not bean removed. 
Brookline is arouseda-- The first indicat ion the townspeople of 
Brookline had that a battle was being fought at Lexington and Concord 
was on April 19 when Lord Percy marched through the t~rn leading one 
thousand men to reinforce the British f orces at Concord. 
Upon noticing the British under Lord Percy marching through Brook-
line, the people here fled to safety, but the " •••• awe which seems to 
have followed the march of the Kijfs soldiers through the town soon 
gave place to a desire to fight". By noon, April 19, three companies 
of men from Brookline set forth toward Lexington. One of t hese com-
panies had been organized and drilled prior to this date under Captain 
Thomas White. The other t wo companies, organized on the spot, were 
commanded by Colonel Thomas Aspinwall and Isaac Gardner. 
The men from Brookline never reached Lexington, for they met the 
jJ Charla s K. Bolton, Brookline, The Hi story of a Favored Town, C .. A a W. 
Spencer, Brookline, 1897, p. 36. 
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"redcoats" at North Cambridge when the British forces ware returning 
to Boston. Isaac Gardner was killed here, being both the first Brook-
line resident and the first Harvard graduate killed in the war . Some 
Brookline men continued to follow the enemy all the way to Charlestown 
after their first skirmish with the British at North Cambridge. 
Fortifications and barracks in Brookline.-- After the battle of 
Lexi ngton and Concord, the Revolution was on in earnest. Fortifica-
tions and barracks we re set up in Brookline. 
On June 17, 1775, when the Battle of Bunker Hill was fought, Br ook-
line men were in three companies, but none saw service at Bunker Hill. 
One of these companies under the command of Captain Timothy Corey was 
stationed at a fort Located at Sewall's Point (on the Boston side of 
the Cottage Farm Bridge). See Plate 4 This fortification, sometimes 
called the Brookline Fort. " •••• with Fort Wa shington, [.rocate§/ on the 
Cambridge side [Or the Charles Rive:!/ probably saved the country along 
the river from many depredations thou gh we never hear of its being ]] 
fired ·uponbut once". 
Thera was one other fortification in Brookline consisting of a 
small battery of two guns locate d on Saint Ma ryr s Street. 
During t he sie ge of Boston by the Colonial forces through 1775 to 
the spring of 1776, many soldiers were quartered in Brookline and many 
homes of Brookline residents ware used for this purpose. 
Barracks were also built in a grove behind the Brookline fort to 
quarter soldiers during the siege of Boston. Colonel William Prescott, 
famous for his stand at the battle of Bunker Hill, made his headquarters 
J1Marga.ret May, "Brookline in the Revolution" in the Brookline Histori-
cal Publication Society, Publication Number 3, Riverdale Press, 1897, 
p. 23 
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here for some time. Later these barracks were used as hospitals for 
inoculating the Continental soldiers against smallpox. At this time 
the practice was to inoculate the me n v.rith smallpox , thus giving them a 
mild case of it. This practice fri ghtened many inhabitants of Brook-
line, for they feared that the hospitals would become a source of a 
smallpox epidemic in the community. In 1778 the town petitioned the 
General Court to discontinue the hospitals. Whether this petition wa s 
granted or not is not known, but the town was eventually paid damages 
for the inconvenience it had suffered by the presence of these smallpox 
hospitals in the t own. 
John Goddard and the siege of Boston.-- Just prior to the battle of 
Bunke r Hill in Charlestown (June 17, 1775), George Washington was made 
commander-in-chief of the Continental Army. Upon arriving in Boston 
after the battle of Bunker Hill, he started to direct the Colonial f or-
ces in the capture of Boston. which was finally accomplished in :March, 
1776, causing General Havre, in command of the British forces, to evacu-
ate the city. 
The securing of Boston by the Colonial forces was not an easy task. 
From the time George Washington appeared in Boston in the summer of 1775 
until March of 1776, the sie ge of Boston in which Brookline took an ac-
tive part had progressed very unsatisfactorily. The break i n fortune 
was due to General iJa.shington t s decision to occupy and f ortify Do r ches-
ter Heights (located south of Boston) on the night of March 4, enabling 
him to train his canons on the city. 
The fortification of Dorchester Heights which took place during the 
night of March 4 is largely accredited to John Goddard of Brookline who 
in the year 1775 was appointed Wagon-Master General of the Colonial 
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forces. With many men and wagons under his command, he conveyed 
throughout this night, canons and ammunition from Brookline to Dorches-
ter Heights so that on the following morning the Heights were completely 
fortified to the amatement of the British forces. The fortific ations 
here made Boston untenable, thus eventually causing General Villiam 
Hcrv1e in command of the British forces to evacuate the city. 
John Goddard, in fortifying this a rea, did his work in perfect 
silence; the wheels of carts were wound by hay, no whips were allowed 
to be used, and the oxen were shod with felt. When Geor ge Washington 
left Boston, he wanted Goddard to go with him, but the latter refused, 
for he had a large family to oare for; however, he continued in every 
v ay possible to assist in the :Revolution. 
Quota difficulties.-- The farther the war. moved away from Brook-
line the more difficult it was to procure volunteers from this commu-
nity to serve in the Continental Army. The interest of the people here 
had onoe again turned to agricultural pursuits, and along with these 
peaceful interests came an aversion to joining the army. Thus great 
difficulty was experienced by this town in providing the quota of men 
demanded of it for the Continental forces. 
Various methods were resorted to in order to provide t his man-
pcrvrer. One method was to or ganize enlistment committees who were to 
hire men at the lowest possible rate to enlist for Brookline, so that 
the town could meet its quota. 
Another method used to procure men for the army was to divide the 
town into as many classes as there were man needed; each class was to 
provide a man and pay him. For instance, on one occasion the town was 
divided into eight classes u •••• in order to procure eight men to go to 
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Rhode Island and 'Vest Point. Each class w~s oblige d to procure one man y 
and pay him". 
On occasion a draft on the part of the town was resorted to. There 
are records of prominent citizens who. dnr ing the Revolution, refused to 
join the army when drafted and paid a fine as an alternat ive. 
The war ends.-- The last call for men from Brookline came i n 
September, 1782, and a committee was appointed to hire five men for 
service at Nantasket. A year and one-half later, in J anuary, 1784, the 
Continental Congress accepted the tre aty of peace with Great Britain, 
and on February 27, 1784, the people of Brookline gathered on top of 
Corey Hill to celebrate the end of the Revolutionary Var. 
The far of ·1812.-- The War of 1812 wa s a very unpopular war i n 
1a. ssachusetts and in the rest of New England as well. The interference 
this war caused in trade and commerce was deeply resented by the people 
in this re gion of the country, especi ally by the merchants and shippers 
who se businesses were disrupted. New England• s feeling toward this war 
was expressed in many town-meetings and state le gislatures where it wa s 
called 11 unjust","ruinous", and 11unconstitutional 11 • 
In Massachusetts little encouragement wa s given to the winning of 
this war in contra st to t he great concern the Western frontiersmen had 
in the successful completion of it. 
Brookline's participation in the War of 1812.-- Although the war 
wi th England started i n 1812 Brookline paid no attentio n to this war 
until 1814. In this year, the towns lyin~ along t he eastern se acoast 
were afraid of an attack by the British ·rleet and -forces. troops we re 
J(charles K. Bolton, Brookline, The History of a Favored~' C. A. W. 
Spencer, Brookline, 1897, p. 48. 
assembled in Boston to protect the city in case of an invasion. 
Some of the townspeople of Brookline, cognizant of the danger of 
inva sion, circulated a notice among the residents in September~ 1814, 
inviting the people exempt from military duty to equip themse lves vrith 
arms, form a company, and choose thei r own officers. This company wa s 
formed, but for the sake of home defense only. The attitude of the 
people in Brookline which was not different from most other communities 
i n Massachusetts at this time was that any effort should be made for 
home defense, but there would be no encouragement for war except on 
home grounds. 
At a meeting held on l'Jovem.ber 7, 1814, it was voted to offer the 
services of Brookline 11 •••• towards fortifying the L}3'osto_:Y Harbour by 
throwing up two forts on the Heights of South Boston and on Noddles 
Isl and which would completely command the Harbour of Boston and the 
1/ 
waters on the South of Dorchester point" .-
A company of men from Brookline was also drafted for service at 
Fort Independence; however, as this wa s also considered a matter of 
home defense, this action was looked on favorably by the town. 
Everything mentioned here is the extent of Brooklinets participa-
tion in vhat was there considered an unpopular war . 
Slavery as an issue in Brookline.-- Slavery as an issue ~ade its 
first appearance i n Brookline in the year 1837 when Samuel Philbrick 
tried to organize an anti-slavery society in this community. He was 
not successful in enlisting many people in the society because the 
conservative men of the town were not willing to support a movement 
}7Town of Brookline, ~y River and Brookline Records, 1634 to 1838, 
J. E. Farwell and Company, Boston:; 1875, p. 514. 
which might upset what they considered a satisfactory aconOinic struc-
tura. The philosophy of the majority of the townspeople at this time 
was to "leave wall enough alone". 
In time, however, the movement for abolition gained in t empo , 
especi ally after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act i n 1850 wh ich 
many Bro okline residents felt harsh . From this year on, there was a 
great decline in pro-slavery sentiment , and by the time Fort Sumter was 
fired on in April, 1861, anti-slave ry sentiment "Was a s popular as it 
once had been unpopular. 
The outbreak of a civil war.-- The firing on Fort Sumter by the 
Confederate forces under General P. G. T. Beaure gard on April 12, 1861 , 
i gnited the Civil War. Thanks to the wor k of Governor Andrew of 
assa.chusetts, the state militia was ready to leave for Ya.shington a l-
most i mmediately to protect the president and the government up on the 
outbreak of hostilities. The militia. wa s ready to leave so quickly due 
to the fact that Governor Andrew and many othe r far-sighted leaderes 
here foresaw the inevitability of war and prepared the state militia 
for just such an oocurence. 
Although the governor was criticized for all the preparations he 
took pr ior to the outbreak of hostilitie s, t he . a. ssachusetts militia. 
left for Washington on April 17, one of the first gr oups to answer the 
pras ide ntts cry f or men. On April 19 the militia was attacke d by a mob 
in Baltimore , Maryland, while on the ir way to V'fashington. This attack 
aroused the people in Massachusetts to the gre at crisis at hand . 
First Brookline soldiers.-- On April . 20, the day after the · attack 
' on the Mas sachusetts militia, and again on April 22, informal meetings 
of the citizens in Brookline were held to cope with the new emer~ency 
of a war. At these meetings it was decided that a. military committe e 
be appointed to take char ge of all the military ar rangements made by 
the town and that a military fund containing fifteen thous and dollars 
be set up for use by the committee; that the military committee " •••• 
could draw upon the military fund in such amount s~ at such times, and 
for such pur poses as a. majority of such committee shall determine 11 ;.!/ 
that all p rivate contributions to the fund shall be used only a s indio-
e.ted by the donors. Male inhabitants over seventeen year of a.ge were 
invited to re gister for drill. 
On Ap ril 29, 1861, a. legal town meeting was held. and the above 
resolve s were confirmed. 
The first a ction t aken by the mi l itary committee 'as t o hire a 
hal l awned by Mr. Anson Guild for use a s a drill h all and armor ; the 
hall v as located on the corner of "fa sh ingt on and Boylston streets ~ Re -
cruit ing be gan innnediate ly under th e direction of Capt a in Edward AA. . Vlild 
with Charles Chandl er and 1Nilliam Candle r, brothers-in-l aw, a s l ieuten-
ants . A company wa s sucoe ssfully recruite d and the military committee 
p l anned to outfit them a s a. u nit; however , in May, 1861, before they 
coul d do so, the Brookline company with their office rs were mustere d 
i nto the United States service as Company A of the irst Re giment, 
:rvassa chusetts Volunteer Infantry. 
The military committee did not f o rge t t hese men, for they appro-
priated five hundred dollars for u se of the men i n Company A: one hun-
d1·ed t wenty-five dol l ars wa s given to Captain Wild, Lieutenants Candler 
and Chandler. A c amp chest wa s a lso furnished the officers. The l a dies 
y'Town of Br ookline~ Brookline Town Records, 1858 to 1871, C. A. W. 
Spencer, Br ookline, 1892, p . 133. 
of the town of Brookline supplied the company with undergarments , the 
cost of materials for which had bee n donated by various residents. 
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On June 15 this regiment started for the front lines, and because 
it had responded to the president ' s c all of ];lay 3, 1861, seeking three 
year me n, this regiment was the first three year regiment to r each 
Washingt on. 
The Second Massachusetts Infantry.-- On April 28, 1861, Simon 
Cameron, Secretary of 1,\iar, authorized W'ilder Dwight of Brookline a nd 
George F. Andrews to raise a re giment . The Second Regiment, ~assachu­
setts Volunteer Infantry was the r e sult. Wilder Thvight became a ma jor 
and cow~anded a company in the Second Massachusetts Infantry. This in-
fantry troup left for wa r on July 8, 1861, a s a three year re gime nt , for 
it, too, had responded to the president • s call of May 3, 1861. Wilder 
Dwi ght wa s captured in the first battle he participated in, but was la-
ter exchanged in a ~1ap of p risoners. At the Battle of Antietiem (1862) 
he wa s mortally wounded. 
A drill master is hired.-- In May, 1861, Jacob Miller , a former 
ser geant of artillery in the United States Army was engaged as drill-
ma ste r, a nd the citizens of Brookline ·were or ganized int o companies for 
daily drill. The town also obtained the use of two field-pieces, and 
artillery p ractice was conducted by Jacob Miller for those people who 
wished it. Almost a.ll the men who perfected themselves in the use of 
artillery under Ser geant :Miller enlisted into t he Tenth Massachusetts 
Artillery in September, 1861. 
Ser ge ant Miller remained as drill-master until June, 1862, when he 
vra s released from his duties because the number of men usually drilling 
in the town was so reduced from frequent enli st ments that _ the tow-n 
deemed it best not to re-engage him. 
The "Brookline Rifles".-- During the years 1861 and 1862 boys from 
the public schools were drilled at the armory. A company of such boys 
ranging in ages from twelve to fifte-en year s wa s formed and was called 
the !!Brookline Rifles". This company v: as first drille.d by Sergeant 
:Miller, but the boys were subsequently all owed to conduct their own 
drills. The boys in this company procured their own uniforms and arms 
and mainta ined a regular system of drill and discipline. 
The "Rifles" existed throughout the v1hole war and were often in-
V'ited to give exhibition drills throughout the state. 1.herever the 
company r ent it elicited hi gh praise and admiration; on one occasion it 
was reviewed before the governor and the le gislature. 
Enli stments and bounties to the end of the war .-- By the summer of 
1862 the great enthusiasm f or the wa r had worn off. It became increas-
ingly difficult to enlist men, wherea s one year earlier everybody had 
wished to enlist • and the question had been who would stay at home . 
In June, 1862, President Li ncoln requested Governor · ndrew to sup-
ply fifteen thousand men to form new regiments and to fill the ranks of 
those from the Colll!!lonwealth then at the seat of war . Brookline t s quota 
vve. s to be sixty-one man. 
On July 12 a citizens' meeting was ca lle d by the selectmen ". u .to 
take into consideration vmat course it will be best for the town to take 
i n enlisting its proportion of men and to secure said enlistments as 
1/ 
soon as possible".- It was decided at this meeting e.nd confirmed by a 
special town-meeting held on July 19 " •••• that a bounty of one hundred 
}7Town of Brookline, Brookline Town Re cords, 1858 to 1871, C. A. li'f. 
Spencer, Brookline, 1892, p. 173. 
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dollars be paid to each recruit who shall enlist from this town under 
the p re sent c all for volunteers, hen he shall be sworn into the service 
of the Unite d States" .J/ Even with the one hundred dollar bounty as in-
ducement for enlistment there wa s no great response to the call for vol-
unteers. 
By August 9 only forty-seven of the desired sixty-one men 1 era ob-
tained so a citizens• meeting 11 as called on this date to consider what 
measures should be taken to meet the quota demanded of the t own. 1\ 
number of atriotic speeches were ma de at this meeting to encoura~e en-
listments , and the bounty f or enli st ment as raised to t" o hundred dol-
lars. Before this meeting had adjour ned a number of people had enlist-
ad. By Aug,ust 12 oses B. Vfilliams, chairman of the military committee 
announced that the quota was "full and more than full". 
Meanwhile, in July, the president ha d called for three hundred 
thousand men to serve three years or the duration of t he war. While 
recruiting for this purpose was going on an addit ional call for three 
hundred thousand men was made on Au gust 4, 1862. This second call was 
to be met by drafting of men for nine months if volunteers could not be 
secured. Brookl ine never resorted to a draft , for this town was a lways 
able to obtain volunteers. 
To meet the quotas demanded of the town by these calls f or men, 
the armory was kept open ni ght and day for the purpose of e nlisting 
soldiers. For a time, the military committee would accept three yea r 
enlistments only, although the president accepted nine-month enlist-
ments in his second call. It was not long, however, be fore Brookline 
}?Town of Brookline, ~kline Town Rec ords, 1858 to 1871, C. A. W. 
Spencer, Brookline, 1892, p. 162. 
was accepting nine month enlistments too. At a special town meeting 
held September 11, the military committee wa s instructed to give a one 
hundred dollar bounty to those men volunteering for nine months' ser-
vice. On October 2 the bounty was raised to two hundred dollars. By 
the hard work of the military committee the town was able to meet the 
quotas demanded of it. 
For the year ending February 1, 1863, the military committee en-
listed 329 men: 246 men were enlisted for three yearsr service; 83 men 
were enlisted for nine months t service. The amount of money spent for 
bounties by the military committee during this year was 39,408.63 dol-
lars while the total military expenditures were 49, 653.24 dollars. 
The military committee ended its operations on February 1, 1863, and 
its duties were assumed by the selectmen of the town. 
Recruiting went on systematically through the years 1863, 1864, 
and 1865, until the war ended with the fall of Richmond and General 
Lee's surrender in April, 1865. During the Civil War Brookline spent 
134,224.92 dollars for military expenditures, and according to William 
Schouler, the Adjutant General of Massachusetts, Brookline supplied 
720 men during the war, an excess of 135 to the total demanded$ 
CHAPTER IV 
BROOKLINE SINCE 1865 
1. A Deoade of Controve rsy and Progress 
Brookline developed rapidly after 1865 and undertook many improve-
ments. The police and fire department s wer e transformed into modern, 
efficient protective agencies. A new town hall was built, street s ware 
improved, and a new· park was formed. 
For a time it appeared that Brookline would not undertake many of 
the aforementioned improvements by itself because the town entered into 
an annexation controversy with Boston when that city tried to inoorpor-
ate Brookline. The annexation controversy which opened the period un-
de r discussion was the paramount issue facing the town for one decade. 
Annexation question opens.-- In 1870 Brookline was notified of a 
bill in the state legislature: 11That such Towns and parts of Towns ly-
ing within six miles of the City Hall of the City of Boston on the 
southern side of the Charles River may be annexed and incorpor ated a s 
a part of said City of Boston.'Y 
At a meeting held on .April 11, 1870, the town voted to authorb:e 
the seleotmenwith their counsel to appe ar before t he le gisl at ive com-
mittee on towns to oppose this bill. Successfully opposed by the sa-
lectmen the bill was eventually defe ated • 
.Annexation question revived.-- The question of annexation was 
17Town of Brookline, Report of the Board of Selectmen For the Year 
Ending February 1, 1872, J. E. Farwell and Company, Boston, p. 82. 
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revived in January, 1872, when some of Brookline•s own citizens peti-
tioned for annexation to Boston. At a town meeting called on January 
25 a vote was taken to determine the number opposed to and in favor of 
annexation. The vote was 243 to 83 against . annexa.tion. The selectmen 
with their counsel again appeared before the state legislature to argue 
against annexation only to have the issue deferred to the meeting of the 
"next General Court" of 1873. 
At this point a new phase to the question was introduced. Until 
1821 there were no cities in Massachusetts but in this year the state 
constitution was amended allowing the state legislature to erect and 
constitute city gov~rmnents in a tmvn. For such a.n aot a town must 
contain no less than twelve thousand inhabitants and the majority of 
the town1s citizens must vote favorably for such a transformation. 
~ith this amendment in mind the opponents of annexation in Brook-
line claimed that annexation of Brookline, a town, to Boston, a city was 
illegal, for it would change the town• s form of goverrnnent to that of e. 
city even though the town had only 6700 inhabitants and there was no 
majority who had consented to or applied for a city govermnent. 
Vfuen the new session of the state legislature opened in 1873 
Brookline1s representative to the General Court attacked annexation on 
the legal position mentioned 'above. This argument was not accepted by 
the legislature. After this rebuke the elated annexationists pressed 
so hard for annexation that on May 16, 1873, the legislature passed an 
act to a.nnex Brookline to Boston. 
TVro chances of saving the townwere n~r left: e. test of the 
const itutionality of the act before the supreme court or a popular vote 
of the town. An attempt to have the act declared unconstitutional 
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failed, leaving the fate of the town up to a popular vote. At a speoi~ 
tO"wn meeting held on October 7, 1873, the citizens voted 707 to 2j9 
against an..11.exation. Brookline as a town wa s saved for the time. 
10re annexation troubles.-- Atte;mpts to have Br ookline annexed to 
Boston ·were again made in the years 1875. 1876, and 1879; however, each 
attempt failed. 
The last struggle started in October, 1879, when a petition was 
sent to the state legislature containing 333 signatures of inhabitants 
of the town requesting annexation to Boston. It was l ater shown that 
only 210 of these 333 signatures were legal voters of the town. At any 
rate, a special town meeting calle d on January 21, 1880, again resulted 
in sending the selectmen "''Ti th their counsel to appear before the legis-
l ature to oppose annexat ion. Brookl ine, with the help of repre senta-
tives from Norfolk County to which it belonged, successfully opposed 
the move as the legislative committee on tm~ns reported against annexa-
tion. The legislature accepted the committeets report and the issue 
ended. Since this time the issue of annexation has not loomed large. 
1870 to 1880: a busy decade.-- Although facing the problem of 
annexation the town continued to better its conditions during this 
decade. A new three-story town hall of rose-colored granite was built 
on the site of the old. The former town hall, a t wo- story woode n 
structure built in 1845, was removed to a new location and converted 
into a police station. The new building constructed in 1873 remains 
as headquarters for the town government today. 
Over one million dollars was spent for roads and sidewalks during 
this time. The foundations to a sound sewerage and waterworks system 
were also laid during this period. Obviously, this decade wa s 
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definitely one of a.otivity and expenditure. 
2. Internal Improvements 
Before the turn of the century three major internal developments 
occurred: the principal project in line with street development was the 
widening of Beacon Street; the other major programs undertaken were the 
for mation of a park from the Muddy River valley and the erection of a 
public bath-house. 
~reposed Beacon Street widening.-- As mentioned earlier, Beacon 
Street in Brookline was laid out in 1851 and 1852; however, in 1886, 
agitation started for the widening of this street into a parkway. 
Turning Beacon Street into a parkway 160 to 180 feet wide was accom-
plished in 1889 and is considered one of the outstanding i mp rovements 
up to the turn of the century. 
The leading spirit in the movement to convert Beacon Street into a 
parkway was Henry W. 'lf.lhitney, president of the West End Land Company, 
whose property along Beaoon Street would be materially enhanced in 
value by this improvement. Wishing to construct the parla'l"ay, the West 
End Land Companywas willing to contribute without char ge all the land 
it cwmed, amounting to approximately one half the land necessary for 
this widening and was willing, as well, to share in the cost of total 
construction. 
On August 9, 1886, a petition signed by 100 citizens of the commu-
nity was submitted to the board of selectmen requesting it to lay out 
Beacon Street as a town way, 200 feet in width, between the Boston line 
at Saint Maryt s Street and the boundary at Brighton. Public interest 
was immediately aroused, and the widening of this street became a great 
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topic of conversation in the town. 
At a series of hearings held after the date of the petition the 
West End Land Company discussed, among other things, particulars for the 
proposed widening, such as the buildings to be removed, the assessed 
value of the land per square foot to be used in the project, and the to-
tal cost · of construction. After consultation with many citi zens and en-
gineers the selectmen decided that the width of this street should be 
160 feet rather than the 200 feet originally proposed~ Thus the cost of 
construction wa s diminished without hurting t he practical benefit of the 
undertaking. 
Aft er thorough investi gation the selectmen granted approval for 
the widening of the road in December, 1886. 
Beacon Street widened.-- In the same month that approval was 
granted for the Beacon Street project a technical point was raised per-
taining to the collection of betterments by the town. Special legis-
lative authority wa s required if Beacon Street was to be laid out as a 
town way whereas it had originally been built as a county way in 1851 
and 1852. A proposal was drawn in December, 1886, requesting permission 
of the General Court for the purpose of widening it and in addition to 
be able to collect betterments for any relocation or widening of this 
street as if it were a town way. The permission was granted by the 
state legislature on ~ebruary 18, 1887. 
w·ithin a short time afte:r the state legislature granted it1r approv-
al wor k on this road was begun by the Nest End Land Company who was to 
share in the total cost of its construction¥ The widening of Beacon 
Street wa s completed in 1889 at t he total cost of 615,000 dollars of 
which the tovm paid 465,000 dollars. The street, when complete d, 
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consisted of "b.vo macadamized roadways separated by a central strip of 
land for car lines (to be discussed) with room for trees on either side. 
The total width eventually was 160 to 180 feet. 
Although the cost to the tO'.om ·was considerable the community bene-
fitted from its construct ion: "Within six years the land in strips five 
hundred feet wide on each side of th~ street had increased by 4~330,400 
dollars in assessed valuation, with a resultant increase in revenue at 
the tax rate of 11.80 dollars per thousand then prevailing of 51~000 
1/ 
dollars a year. rr- The ,j us~ification for building this parkway is imme-
diately apparent. 
Street cars on Beacon Street.-- Provision to establish an electric 
street oar line on Beacon Street ·was given the 1f a st End Railway Company 
in 1888 provided it did so within one J•e :-.. r . .,;_n 1889 the company intro-
duced and successfully ran electrically operated street car s which have 
been in operation ever since. 
The basin of the confined tide-waters.-- The year 1821 saw the 
completion of the Mill Dam ( shovrn on plate 4) from Charla s Street in 
Boston across the Charles River to Sewallts Point. This dam enclosed 
about 600 acres of tidal flats over which the tide flm~ed from seven to 
ten feet deep. Over the ye ars the large area enclosed by the dam be-
came an " open cesspool", receiving the sewerage of both Bost on and 
Brookl ine; thus, the area became unsanitary and unhealthy. Because of 
this condition a part of this ba sin of confined tide-waters wa s filled 
under state authority to become the present Back Bay section of Boston. 
A portion of this Back Bay district was transformed into a park known 
i/ John G. Curtis, History of the Town of Brookline, Houghton l~ifflin 
Company, Boston, 1933, p. 300. 
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as the Back Bay Fens. As a continuation of this park in Br ookline the 
valley of the ~.1uddy River, also a plague spot, was transformed from a 
mud-borde red waterway into the present, attractive Riverdal e Park, 
appr oximately 1,000 feet wide and t wo miles long and extending a long 
the southe a stern borde .r of Brookline from the Back Bay Fens to J amai c a 
Pond • 
. The Rive rdale Park.-- The formation of Ri verdal e Park wa s a joint 
i mprovement project undertaken by t he park c ommissioners of both Brook-
line and Boston a s the territories to be tre ated lay p artly i n Boston 
a nd partly in Brookline. The p l an for the reclamation of the Iv~uddy 
River val ley wa s prepared by Frederick Law Olmstead who supervised the 
project to it s completion. 
In 1882 Brookline appropriated 40,000 dollars t o begin the purohaoo 
of l and needed for the park. Boston in turn appr opriated 200,000 dol-
l ars for i ts p a rt. 
Although Boston and Brookline ha d appropriated money to purcha se 
l and, Boston soon found it difficult to continue with the proj e ct be-
cau se it lacked the necessa ry funds. The city had reached its debt 
limit and could not go beyond it without state legislation . As a 
result there wa s a long delay in the actual construction of the park. 
Brookline insiste d that since the project was a joint enterpr ise Boston 
coul d not withdraw without Brooklinets consent. Special sta t e legisla-
tion wa s eventua lly passed allowing Boston to borrow 600,000 dollars 
beyond its debt limit f or park purposes. 
Act ua l const ruction of the park began by 1890, and the p roject was 
sub stantially completed by 1895. The total cost for this undert aking 
in Brookline wa s 457 ,off:) .97 dollars. 
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Brookline's public bath-house.-- In 1874 a state law was passed 
permitting cities and towns to erect and maintain public bath and wash 
houses . However , Br ookline made no att empt to act under this l a until 
1880 when the first move to have such a building erected was made. The 
proposal for a bath-house was defeated at the annual tmvn meeting of 
that year . 
In Ap ril, 1883 , however, the statute wa s accepte d by the town, and 
an appropr iation of 3, 000 dollars was made for the erection and mainte-
nance of one or more bath-houses. A committee chose n for the purpose 
selec-ted a site off Boylston Street ·where a running brook near the street 
supplied clear water constantly. The first public baths located here 
were nothing more than mere open pla ces i n this brook. Buil di ng a house 
near the brook wa s the townt s only expense and amounted to · about two 
t hirds of the sum appropriated for the project. 
By 189 5 agitation f or improve d bathing facilities wa s heard and in 
April of that ye ar a committee was appointed to look into this subject. 
This committee later submitted a report recomme nding the town to build 
a bath-house on land it owne d on Tappan Street. The report was accepted, 
and at a t own meeting held October 24, 189 5, 15,000 dollars were appro-
priated toward t he construction of the new public bath- house. This 
appropriation was increased in 1896 t o 40,000 dollars. The building, 
dedicated on January 1, 1897, was the first municipal pool in the United 
States. It received many awards f or both its practical usa and beauty. 
In 1908 a gymnasium as built next to the bath-house . inca this 
time the t wo combined have offered many activities to the residents of 
the community. 
Pre sently the town is discussing plans for building a new pool as 
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it is felt that the old pool, now over fifty years old, is outmoded. 
3. Police and Fire Protection 
Both the fire and police departments of Brookline began before the 
Civil War, but the major development of these two forces took place in 
the years aft er the war. The manner in <hich these two agencies began 
gives a good indicatj_on of the tremendous grm•.rth that has taken place 
in these departments in a relatively short period of time. 
Brookline • s police depar~~.-- The police department had its 
beginning in 1857 when the first appropriation earmarked for "police" 
wa s made . This appropriation amounted to 200 dollars but was increased 
later i!l the same year to 2,500 dollars. With this money the selectmen 
of the town we re told to use e. police force by night or by day, result-
ing in the organization of a special police and night watch. These men 
did not form a permanent police force, usually being on duty only on 
Saturday nights and Sundays. Bootlegging, rather than night prowling, 
was the major problem faced by the f orce. In 1864 John B. Sanborn vras 
elected constable arid for many years was the only regular police officer; 
however, he had the p ower to alert the special police officers whenever 
necessary. 
The first major steps of the Brookline police department towards 
modern development were taken in 1870: a police headquarters wa s set up 
in Brookline Village, a police chief was appointed, and a number of 
permanent off icers employed. As the population in the com.'llunity g_raw~ 
t he problems facing the police department became more complex, and the 
new headquarters was soon found inadequate. Therefore, in 1872 whe n 
the town constructed a new tovrn hall (see page 72), the old tovrn hall 
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Ym s n oved to the corner of Washingt on and Prospect streets and converted-
into a pol ice station. 
As the town grew and developed further continual agitati on for 
be tter police accomodations resulted in additions to the pe rma nent 
police f orce and improved facilities to the depa rtment, such a s a police 
t e le gr aph system, installed in 1886 a nd consistently improve d upon sinoe . 
Fu r the r i mproved facilities were p rovided i n a new police he a dqua rters 
'Nhich was constructed in 1899 on the site of the old buil ding (formerly 
t he t own hall) a nd which is stil l police he adquarters for Brookline to-
day .. 
From 1870 well into the e arly ye a rs of the t wentieth century the 
poli ce heeded, among other important duties, to such things as " 
fr au dulently hiring a horse , gaming on the Lordts Day, keeping a ba r k-
i ng dog, refusing to stop a horse v.rhen requested by an officer, stub-
borne ss and unlavrfully keeping a lib r a ry book.):/ 
Since the turn of the century Brookline's police department ha s 
de ve loped from its modest be ginnings into a h i ghl y skilled and able 
f o r ce. For the year ending December, 1952, t he police f orce consisted 
of one police chief, three capt a ins , seve n lieutenants, seve n s e r ge ants, 
107 pat r olmen, and a number of special officers . 
Ea rly fire organization.-- The first act ion Brookline took in re-
gard to fire protection wa s the appointment of t v.ro firewards in 1788. 
The distinguishing badge each of these two men carried for use at a fire 
wa s a long red sta ff with a bright bra ss spire. Their dutie s we r e to 
help ext inguish a blaze, to prevent the spread of a fir e . to remove al l 
furniture from a burning:, house, and to pull down or blo·w up a house if 
]j\Toh n G. Curtis, op. 'cit., p. 329. 
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ne ce s sa. ry. 
In the ~;ears following the appointment of the f'irew r ds Brookline 
had no fire apparatus of its mvn but was dependant on the t own of Box-
bury who kept an apparatus located near the present Brookline Village. 
Brookline shared in the maintenance of this piece of equipment. 
In 1828 a new engine was purchased jointly by the residents of 
Brookline and Roxbury through popular sub scription. An engine was 
bought for 400 dollars and the surplu s fund from the collection was 
used to build Broolcliners first st ation house on Va shington Street at 
the site of the present station. 
Having a new fire house and a. new engine, the "Norfolk", Brookline 
formed a volunteer fire company in 1829 . This company, as well as all 
others formed up to and after the Civil War » was a social rather tha.n 
fire-fi ghting or ganization. Bach company drew up a constitution in-
cluding such provisions as a list of officers of the or ganization and 
the obligations and privi l eges of it s members, and the members gene rally 
met i n one of the local taver ns. 
After the purchase of t he n'Norfol k ff ' difficulties arose b t ween the 
Roxbury and Brookline volunte e r companies, finally resulting in Brook-
line 1 s purchase of the "Brookline" , a new engine , f or 9 00 dollars in 
1839. A new volunteer company wa s or ganized e.nd as known as the 
"Brookline Engine Company Number One", marking the beginning of the 
first distinct Brookline f ire department. 
Developme nt of a modern fire department.-- In 1871 Brookline took 
its first steps from an archaic fire-fighting or ganization to a modern, 
systematic force by building the fire house on Y'a shington Street which 
is presently the fire department headquartersv The firevrards of the 
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to.-rn we re re placed by a board of e ngi neers who brought many advancements 
to the town and controlled the thre e volunt eer fire compani es then in 
existence . Under t he direction of t his boa rd these companies gradually 
evolved i nt o a. pe rma nent fir e fighting force t o which both me n and new 
apparatus were added. Among the new apparatus was Brookli ne ' s first 
ste am engine pur chased in 1873 at t he cost of 6 ~9 50 dollars. Thereafter 
a hudrant s ystem was be gun to f acilitate the use of this engine. 
On ray 1, 1879, a set of 24 rules were published on the conduct of 
fire-fighters in the Brookline depar tment. The se rule s of conduct are 
e s senti a llJ' the same today. 
I n 1899 all the powers of the board of engine ers were vested in a 
single fire co~ni ssioner appo i nted by the town selectmen, as is the 
ca se today. 
By 19o4 the fire department wa s operat i ng on a h i ghly p rofessiona l 
scal e . Te legr aphic alarms h ad been i nst a lled, hydr ants erected where 
needed, and several engine houses had been built~ I n this year 42 
officers and me n v era employed on e. full time basis, and t welve pieces 
of fire apparatus drawn by horses we re house d in seven bui l ding s in 
various parts of the town. By 1909 Bro okline purchased its fir st 
motor i zed fire-fi ghti ng unit, and the horse-d1• avrn engines were outmoded 
soon aft rwards . 
Today, a s this paper is wri tteri, Brookline has a fi r e- f i g.hting fore e 
of 203 men equipped with ten e ngi nes and ladder s, housed in seven 
buildings scattered conveni ently throughout the town. 
4. Library a nd School Expansion 
As the town grew during this pe riod the need for more educ at ional 
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exp a~:::ion ;'a s constan ly reoogni zed. This fact is seen in the further 
deve lopment of the Brookline schools and library facil it ies. There is 
some confusion as to the deve lopment of the schools dur ing this per iod 
as was the ca se i n the prior discussion of this topic in chapter tvro. 
The Brookli ne librar~ grows.-- In chapter two it was mentioned 
that a new library was erected and opened in 1869 . It >va s realized 
in 1864 that the town hall, where the library was then hou sad, was not 
equipped for that purpose, and the idea of constructing this library 
building started. 
A committee wa s appointed in that year to rep ort on the subject 
of a new library buil ding . Two years l at r this committee r eported 
favorab ly for construction on land to be pur chase d by the town. Evi-
dently the cost for such construct ion ·wa s too high, for in March , 1867, 
another committee wa s appoi nted to investigate the expediency of im-
pr oving the facilities at the town hall. This co~J~ittee proposed 6,000 
dollars be spent t o build an addition to the town hall to accomodate 
the library. Simult aneously wit h the report of this committee the 
library trustees asked that 36,000 dollars be app ropriated for a new 
library. Both plans were voted down, and a new committee '.Nas a gain 
formed to i nvest i gate the matter. This committe e rep or ted tha.t a 
library should be built on land owned by the town. This report v•a s 
accepted i n December, 1867, and 30,000 doll a rs wa s appropriated for the 
purp ose of erecting a build:i.ng . Construction be gan in 1868 , and the 
fol l ovd.ng year this new library located on Washington Street near the 
present tcwln hall was opened to the public . The 11,000 volumes t his 
new l ibrary contained we re an increase of 10,000 volumes ove r the 900 
volume s contai ned in the or i ginal libra ry ·when it had opened on the 
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first floor of t he se cond town hall in 1857 .. 
By 1882 the new library proved ine.deouate to house the 32,700 
volumes it then contained. In or der to alleviate the cramped condition 
of its book she lves a new vring wa s built in that year. A new re ding 
room wa s opened i n 189 2 named 11 Gardner Hall" after a generous benefactor . 
In 18? 3 a musi c collection was a lso opened to the public • . .A children's 
room deve loped at that time v~e. s the beginning of the we ll-stocked 
children's coll e ction of today. 
A new library built.-- 'fith the increase in the town populat ion to 
around 28,000 in 1909 a nd with the increase in libra ry volumes to around 
70 , 000 ~ the library a gain proved inadequate to meet the demands made on 
it. Therefore , a new library was constructed in 19 09 on t he s ame site 
as the old one. 'rhe building, dedicated on November 17, 1910, to hou se 
the 70,000 volumes mentione d before, still serves as the centr a l library 
of the town and has had no major changes or additions since 1910. 
The libr a ry today serves the community through 88 agencies-- the 
mai n library, three branches, a hi gh school libra ry, seven elementary 
school libra ries, 5 2 school rooms, t o fire stations, and , during the 
sunmer , 22 pla ygrounds. 
Table 2 (page 84) port r a ys t he ove rall grmvth and expansion of the 
library from its incorporation in 1858 to 1952. 
Eleme ntary school expansion.-- From 1865 unti l 1905 all the ele -
mentary schools discussed in chapter two were torn down or replaced wiih 
two except ions. The Pierce School built in 1855 on Prospect Stree t was 
enlarged in 1905 and is use d as a primary school today. A nmv, modern, 
brick building built in 1898 on the corner of School and Prospect streets 
became the Fierce Grammar School. To gether these t wo schools presently 
Table 2. Volumes in the Libr ary, Circulation for Home Use, 
and appropriations for Library Use since 1865 · 
--- - ---- - -e=:=r=-
Year Volumes Circulation Appropriations 
in the Library for Home Use (in Dollars ) 
(1) (2) 
-
_J]) -(4) 
1858 •.•••• 2,137 3,600 240.00 
1868 ••.••• 10,500 18,144 1,000.00 
1878 •••••• 20,332 ~0,427 4,000.00 
1888 •.•••• E2,700 3,4(4 7, 000 .00 
1896 •••••• 3,768 88,633 12,000.00 
1900 •••••• 55.441 118,012 17,000.00 
1910 ••••.• 73,205 171,628 23,500.00 
1920 •••••• 103,210 282,804 52,000.00 
19Eo •••••• 135,086 E9l,CB5 70,875.00 
19 0 •••••• 173.343 25,533 69,256.00 
1951. .•••• 212,193 352,766 189,880.00 
1952 •••••• 224,641 378.911 225, 301-J..OO 
comprise the Pierce Elementary School. The Ne~~on Street Primary School 
still exists but is no longer used for school purposes. 
Since 1865 the number of elementary schools has increased from six 
to t he present number of ten. Table 3 (pag.e 85) names the schools and 
gives an overall look at the elementary schools f or the school year 
1951-1952 . Included in this table is the High School Elementary which 
consists of only t wo rooms at the high school and is not considered a 
distinct elementary school in this papa r. This grammar school draws 
student s from a very small locality ne ar the high school on Greenough 
Street . 
Plate 5 (page 86) shows the various elementary schools and the lo- · 
cation of each one with the exception of the High School Elementa.:r~· · 
The circles appear ing on this plate represent an area of about one half 
mile flnd show the ap proximate area. from which each school enlists its 
students. It is to be noted, as wa ll, that the e lement ary schools in 
Table 3. Total Enrollment, Average Membership , Avera ge 
Daily Attendance, Per Cent of Attendance, 
Number of Cl assroom Teache rs, and Number of 
Pupils pe r Teacher for the School Year of 
1951 to 1952 
-
-· 
.... 
School Total Aver age Average Per Cent Number Number 
Enroll- Member- Daily of of of 
ment ship Attend- Attend- Class- Pupils 
ence ence room per 
Teachers Teacher 
(1 ) (2 ) (3 ) (4) (5 ) (6) (7)-
tle.ke r ••• • "(80 751 666 89 28 29 
Baldwin ... 72 71 62 87 3 25 
Devotion. 1,000 941 823 87 33 31 
Driscoll. 586 863 501 89 18 33 
Heath ••.• 228 218 202 93 10 23 
Ri gh 
School 
Elementar;~ 65 59 50 85 2 33 
Lawrence. til.t.l 521 465 89 19 30 
Lincoln •• 4i5 4oo ,68 92 17 26 Pierce .... 479 458 10 90 19 26 
Runkle ••• 582 567 51 2 90 18 33 
Sewall ••• 117 1($ 94 86 4 30 
---....... 
---- -
Tot al r-h s65 4,658 4,153 89 171 29 
----·----
Brookline contain grades one through eight. 
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High School.-- In 1895 Brookline built a new high school building 
on the corner of Tappan and Greenough streets at the cost of 225,000 
dollars to replace the old building located on School Street. This 
buil ding housed students until 1936 when fire destroyed it. Manual 
tr aining was introduced in 1887, and by 1902 a manual t raini ng school 
was built offering cour sa s in carpentry, wood-turning, pattern-making, 
and mol ding. The hi gh school, in additio n to its academic sub je ct s, 
and the manual training school, offe re d gwimming, gymnastics , and 
military drill. 
Plate 5. Location of Brookline Schools 
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The h i gh school has undergone many changes since 1895. A new 
section was added in 1922; a se cond addition wa s built in 1932; a third 
addition in 1938 repla ced the building constructed in 1895 which was 
de strayed by fire; a fou r th addition in 1950 was a gymnasium and rgore-
ational building. 
The high school for the academic ye ar 1949-1950 h ad 1,999 pupils 
enrol led. Ther e were / 1 class rom t eache rs, making a pupil-teacher ratio 
of 22. Presently the hi gh school off e rs no patented curriculum by which 
the child mu st advance, but each studentts progra~ is arranged by indi-
v idual confe r ence ·with the student, considering his interests and abili-
ties. 
Today the average gr aduat ing class in BrookHne numbers b .tween 
400 to 500 st udents , of which 60 to 65 pe r cent go on to advanced train-
ing of one form or another. Becau se of the large number of studonts 
preparing for advanced studies th program at the hi gh school t e nds to 
be weighted on the a ca demia side . 
Educational perspective.-- That Brookline 's interest i n education, 
already apparent in colonia l times, has ne v e r wane d is obvious in this 
analysis of t he t own1s school syst em. The program offe red by the schools 
is of a high quality be cause a l arge numbe r of graduating students con-
t inue the ir st udie s. Brookline ha s a l ways changed its curr iculum to 
me e t new social needs. For examp l e , during t he de cade be t ween 1880 and 
1890 t hi s community wa s among the f irst in the country to introduce 
music, kinde rgarten, and recreation into its schools. Brookline citi-
ae ns are avrare of hmv time changes t he educ ational needs of a co!il!!lunity 
and have alv ays responded to t he c a ll for be neficial chang s in educat ion. 
CHAPTER V 
THE C01JTEiv1PORAR Y SCENE 
1. Population 
Various aspe cts of the contempor ar y sce ne have bean discus sed i n 
previou s chapters , but an exact picture of Brooklinets present character 
has not been give n and will be the topic of this sect ion. 
The community of Br ookline has developed into a wealthy residential 
area since the turn of the century. The type of suburban community it 
i s today will be sho·wn with a. discussion of its popul ation cha racteris-
tics, its housing, educat iona l level of its townspeople , and its eoo-
nomics . I n order to show graphicall y the present character of' the town 
stat i stics for t h e ye ~rs 1920, 1930, 1940, and 1950 wil l e used wher-
ever possible . Comparisons wi th other areas will also be utilized . 
I n beginning this analysis the population gr o~~h of this town must 
be shown in order to give the ri ght per spective toward the discus sion 
which followsv 
Gr~~h i n popul ation.-- Brooklinets gr owt h i n terms of population 
from i ts i ncorporation in 1705 to the Civ il War was very slow. After 
t _1e war the t own began to grow r a pidl y, with a great a cceleration of 
population growth taking place after 1900. Ba sed on the ye ar 1950 with 
a popul at ion of 57,589 Brooklina ts populat ion has increased more tha n 
280 per cent since t he year 1900 when the town ha d e. populat ion of 
19 ,935 . Again based on the yea r 1950, Brookl inets populat io n h a s 
inc reased 60 per cent since 1920 whe n the popul at ion was 37,748 and has 
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incre a sed 15 per cent in the mo st recent deca de of 1940 to 1950 when 
the figure for 1940 was 49,785. 
Brooklinet s population increased rapidly during e ach deca de since 
1900 vd th the exception of t he period from 1930 to 191..+0 when it grew by 
2,295 people only. The reason offered for this slow accelera tion during 
th at per iod was the depression combined with the high cost of Brookline's 
re e l est ate. 
The fol101· ing table shows the growth of popul at ion in Brookline 
si nce 1790. 
Table 4. Ye a r and Brookline Populat ion 
Year Brookline Year Brookline 
Population Population 
q) (2) (1) (2) 
1790 .•.•.••• ~-84 1880 •••••.•• 8,057 
1800 ••.••••• ~~ 1890 ..•.••.. 12,103 1810 ••• ~···· 1900 ••.••••. 19,935 
1820 ••.••••. 900 1910 ••••.••. 27,~2 
1~0 ........ 1.,043 1920 •••••.•. R1,1 8 
1 0 ••.• ~ ••• 1,365 19~0 •••..•. . 7.490 
1850 .••.•... 3,737 19 0 •••••..• Ll-9 , 785 
1860 •••..••• 5 J ltJ.t 1950 •.••••.• 57,589 
1870 ••.••••• 6,650 
Population characteristics.-- The population of Brookline is 
varied. including native-born white, foreign-born white from over 25 
countries, a few Ne groes, and some people of J apanese and Chinese 
origin. Al l three major religions are represented in about equal 
numbers. Most inhabitants of the conmmnity derive their income from 
the business and professional fields (to be shown). Hany p eople from 
t he business and profe ssional fields make their homes in the more 
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fashionable areas of Brookline, sue~ as southwest Brookline. There are 
skilled ~ semi-skilled, and unskilled workers located around the retail 
areas of the town, such as Brookline Village, Cle ve l and Circle, and 
1f ashington Square. 
The inhabitants of the town can be cl a ssified into 11 new" and 1'old 11 
residents . This classification is based on the f act t hat the latter 
group , mostly Protestant, Anglo-Se.xon stock , have lived in the town for 
ge neratio ns . Many of the "old" reside nts are in the higher income or 
economic brackets and control most of the politica l and civil positions 
i n the town. They do not like the "newcomers", especially those or 
different ethnic or religious backgrounds . Th is situation has caused 
prejudice to occur on numerous occa.sions. 
Better than one third of the familia s in the town have an annual 
income of 4,500 dollars and over. Accordi ng to t he 1950 ce nsus this 
number is 10.2 per cent higher than the number of families i n the same 
economic group i n the ~ ~etropolitan District Area, the census area 
consisting of 65 cities and towns surrounding an.d including Boston. 
This information indicates that Brookline can cla im to be a weal thy, 
residential cowmunity. The hi gh cost of Brookline real-estate . in 
comparison to that of the Boston I1.1etropolitan area (to be discussed), 
can further substantiate such cl aim by the town. 
The. age composition of the inhabitants of the town is very signi-
fi cant in showing the type of community it is. This is most appare nt 
in a comparison with the Boston Metropolitan Area, such as in Table 5, 
which is based on the census report on population for 1950. 
It is i mmediately seen in this t able tha t children 19 and under, 
e specia lly those 13 and under, are not as abundant in Brookline as in 
Table 5. Age , Number in Age Group for Br ookline, Per Cent of 
Total in Each Age Group f or Broo kline and Boston 
He t ropolit an Area. 
Number in Per Cent Per Cent 
Age Group of Total in of Total 
in Each Age in Each Age 
Age Brookline Gr oup i n Gr oup in 
Bro okline Boston },Iet-
rop olitan 
Area 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Under 5" •• • • • ••• • • • • 3, 711 6.4 9.4 
5-13 . .. . ~ . "' ... 4il ••• • • ?r,450 9.~ 12.6 14-19 . . . . .... ... . . . . LJ., 270 7 • . 7.9 
14 and ove r • ... .. . . . . 8,428 841 78. 0 
21 a nd over •• • • • • • • . 43 ,286 75.2 68 .6 
65 and over ••• .•••.• 7, 333 12.7 9.7 
-
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the Bost on Metr opolitan Area . The number of childre rt in Brookline is 
lower becau se fewer young, married coupl es with children can afford to 
live in Brookline whe re the cost of living is considerably higher than 
in most sections of the Boston Metropolitan Area Another index to 
record the small number of young, ma rried coupl es in the t~1n is a 
compa rison of the birthrate of the town in 1940 and 1950 vli th that of 
the United State s birthrate . I ri. 1940 the Brookl ine birthrate 'Na s 1L35 
per cent per thousand of the populat ion whi le the United States birth-
rate was 17.9 per cent per thousand. The Br ookline birthrate in 1950 
wa s 11 .. 0 per cent per thou sand while the United State·s birthrate was 
23.6 per ce nt per thousand. 
I t i s interesting to note that 12.7 per cent of the popul at i on of 
Brookline is 65 and over , while the national fi gure for people in this 
age group is 8.1 per cent of the total population. Probable reasons 
for t his high Brookline percentage are that many retired people live in 
Brookline and that many residents have brought parents to live with 
them. 
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Ra ce composition.-- According to ,the census rep orts of 1950 the 
population of the town consists chiefly of native-born white which 
numbered 80 .. 1 per cent of the total popul ation. There was a total of 
19 .5 pe1• cent foreign-born white a nd a total of 0.4 per cant Ne gro and 
other r a ces. The census for 1950 also shows that for the first time 
since 1920 there was a marked drop in the number of foreign-born white 
living in Brookline. From 1920 u ntil 1950 the percentage of fo r eign-
born white numbered between approximatel y 23 to 27 per cent of the 
population, while the number of native-born white during this sa.me 
pe r iod numbered between approxi mately 72 to 76 per cent of the popul a -
tion. 
The Negro population in 1950 was negligible, being only 0.3 per 
cent of the total population. This is a drop of 0.6 per cent since the 
United States census r eport for 1920. The other races reported in cen-
sus re ports since 1920 were minute , being less than 0.1 per cent of the 
total population. The ab senoe of a Negro population is due ma inly to 
restrictive laws ·which have a lso prevente d many more forei gn-born 
white from living in the town. 
Pl ate 6 shm~ s the r a cial composition of the town of Brookline 
since 1920 at ten ye ar intervals. 
National origins.-- A0 cording to the census report on popula tion 
for 1950 the total foreign-born inhabitants in the town i s 11,215. 
The predominant country of origin for most of this number is U. s. S. R.; 
following next in order, are people from the Irish Free State and 
Canada . The composition of the forei gn-born inhabitants has changed 
Nll/y~~ ol' 
IN~I~DIIA~ 
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Plate 6. Racial Composition of the Town of Brookline since 1920 at 
Ten Year Intervals 
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perceptibly since 1940 when Canada was the chief country of origin for 
t he fore i gn born in the to n, follryNed, in order, by the Irish Free 
State and the u. s. s. R. It is interesting to note that i n 1920 people 
from the U. S. S. R. living in this community were only the sixth 
lar gest group in the town. 
In Brookline the foreign-born do not concentr ate in any one area 
with the exception of those from the Irish Free State in the Brookline 
Village district. Following is a table sh owing by per cent some of the 
l argest groups of f oreign-born population living in the town. 
The t j-pe 
the cost for 
ters a re all 
Twe of 
Table 6. Country of Origin of Lar gest 
Groups of Foreign-Born and Per 
Cent from Each Country for the 
Year 1950 
Country of Origin 
-(1) 
U. S. S. R •••• .......... 
Irish Free State •••••• 
Canada - Not French ••• 
England .• ., ....... ~" .. •••• 
Germany., .... ., . " ., ••• • ••• 
.All Others •••••••••••• 
2. Housing 
Per Cent from 
Each Country 
(2) 
of housing found in Brookline, the value of i ts housing, 
new d:'Nellings, and the r ent paid in tenant-occupied quar -
indicative of the kind of communit y Brookline is. 
housing.-- At the time the census wa s taken in 1950 
Brookline contained 16,o;n hous ing units of which 15~681 were occupied 
and 300 were vacant. Few of the dwelling units are in the medium o r 
low price range; the majority are at the high end of the scale. Tabla 
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7, taken f rom the 1950 censu s r eports on hou sing, substantiates this 
hi~h valuation of housing by comparing the val ue of one dwelling-unit 
structures in both Brookline and the Boston Metropolitan· Area . 
Table 7. Val ue of One-INre lli ng Unit Structures in Dollars , Number of 
Units within Each Pri ce Range in Br ookl ine , Per Cent within 
Each Price Range i n Both Brookline and Boston Metropolitan 
Area 
Number of Per Cent in Pe1· Cent in 
Va lue of Units within Each Price Each P rice Range 
One-INre lling Units Each Price Range Ra nge in for Boston Met-
in Dollars i n Brookline Brookline ropolitan Area 
( 1 ) (2) 13T JJ.+J 
-
Less than 3,000 ••• 13 o.4 1.6 
R,OOO- e ,999 ••••. 8 0. 2 1..8 
,000- , ~99 · ·· ·· 8 0. 2 2.6 
5 J 000 - 7' -99 •. .•. 66 2.1 15.E 
7,500- 9,999···· · 125 ·}.9 22. 
10, 000- 14,999· ·· 2,G~G 16.1 34.1 15,000 and over ••• 77.1 22.2 
Medi an Val ue ••• /11 5, 000 ~ 10,878 
--
~- ··-
To further substantiate the high cost of Brookline housing is to 
note the fact that in 1950 the average e st i mated cost of a new dwelling 
unit was at le a st 20 , 000 doll<rs per unit . Brookl ine also conta i ns a 
very l arge number of twoi three , four , and five or more unit structures 
which are, for the most part, te nant occupied apartment houses. 
The p atter n of housing varia s for di fferent sections of the town. 
Ap a rtment buil dings are abundant in the nor theast sect i on around 
Cooli dge Corner ; frame t e nements are found in the Brookline Vi l lage 
area ; a high percentage of singl e fami l y units are located in southwest 
Brookline . 
Rents.-- The people of Brookli ne live l argely in rented quarters . 
According to the statistics for 1950, 65 .8 per cent of the available 
hous ing was tenant-occupied~ and the average rent paid was 67 dollars 
and 52 ce nt s compared to 36 dollars and 53 cents for the Boston l\l~etro­
politan Area. 
Housi_ng ~~indication of the cmmnunitJ:· -- . The high cost of both 
building and owning a house, as >Yell a s the high rent s paid in tenant-
occupied qua rters, indicate s the high co st of Br ookl i ne real-estate. 
The total a ssesse d valuation of Brookline real-estate in 1950 was 
139 , 152_,400 d~llars compared to 58,762,Q46 dollar s for t he Metropolitan 
District Area. The per c apita a ssesse d valuation for t he same year was 
2,416 dollars for Br ookline compared to 1,612 dollars for the ~etropoli­
tan District Area. This i nformation substantiates Brookl~ne 1 s wealthy, 
suburban cha ract e r. The high cost of Brookline r eal estate is a major 
cause in reducing t he number of young , marr ied couples who might live 
in the t own. Although they bring up chil dren and de si r e better than 
ave rage housing, they cannot afford the rate s for better housing in 
Brookline . Thus , they live elsewhe re , a s previously mentioned . 
3· Education 
A coi!1.munity can be an l yzed by t h e quality of its i nhabitants ; 
qu ality can be inte r p reted by the educat ional l eve l of the citize ns. 
Brookline, with its hi gh perce nt age of well-educated people, · is a conL 
munity of high quality as the ,following information shows. 
Qua l ity of Brookline citize n s . -- Based on po'?ulat ion ste:ti stics 
from the census report of 1950, the median number of school years 
completed by per sons 25 years and over who reported f or that census 
wa s 12."5 pe r cent for Brookline, compa red to a Massachusetts median of 
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10.9 per cent and a national median of 9.3 per cent. 
Statistics for the year 1950 al so shOV'red that 66.9 per cent of 
Brookline t s populat ion 25 year s and over wh o reported for the census 
had completed four years of high school or had soma form of advance d 
study. The state percentage for the s ame group was 42.6 per cant. 
Based on these percentages 19 .6 per cent of Brookliners citizens com-
p leted four or more ye ars of college in 1950 Vlhile 7.4 per cent of the 
state rs citizens and 6.2 per cent of the national population did the 
same . 
4. Economic Char a cteristics 
To further analyze the present characte r of Brookline it is 
ne cessary to look at its present economy. The employment of Brookline 
residents and the townr s industq1 will therefore be discussed. Actual -
ly~ little can be offered on this subject, as John Gould Curt is states 
in his History of Br ookline, published in 1933: "There is not a great 
de al to be said about the industrial life of a corrrrnunity evoted pri-
marily to homes. 11 
Historic trends.-- Before looking at the curre.nt scene it is im-
' 
p ortant to see some of' the major economic developments of Brookline r s 
previous years. Yiany economic devel opments have been alluded to in 
prev ious chapters, but very little has been mentioned about Brookline • s 
early, major industr i al activities . 
From the days when Brookline was call e d Muddy Rive r until the e nd 
of the Civil lrfar agr iculture was the most important industry in the 
town, barring none. Brookline f arms producing fruit and ve getables 
always f ound a ree.dy market in Boston. Al l other 'tmsi ne s s v.rhich 
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appe ared b~f'ore the Civil War was incidental to agriculture. 
An e a rly industry of the town was a chocol ate mill mentioned in 
the town records a s being locat ed at Y illow Pond on 1•.rhat is now Pond 
Avenue, but the records do not show when it wa s built. Eventually this 
mil l wa s converted into a for ge, and its water power was used to run a. 
trip- hammer in the manufact ure of hoes and shovels . This for ge wa s used 
to make c anons during the ;',far of 1812. 
In 1790 Br ookline t s first t annery was built on the corner of Beacon 
and '\' a shington streets . By 1837 three t annerie s were r eceiving hides to 
be t a nned from the slaughter houses in Brighton which wa s t he chief markt 
for livestock in New England. Herds of Cattle were often driven to 
Brighton through the Brookline streets. In 1837 the three tanneries 
treated 2,500 hides f or a tot a l value of 16,000 doll ar s . 
In 1851 the first gas comp any i n Brookline was forme d , and ga s wa s 
made in a brick building on fa shington Street at the corner of Brooklire 
Avenue . This company, called the Brookline Gas ·Light Company, supplied 
this community 11 ith its gas until it consolidate d in 1905 with the 
Boston Consolidated Ga s Company . Afte r this consolidat ion the pri ce of 
gas in the to n ¥ as lowere d and its genera l use for cooking. nd he ating 
as increased . 
Foll owing t he Civil War agr iculture no longe r wa s an importa nt 
asset to the town . As Bo ston no longe r depended on Brookl ine produce 
agr iculture as a business gr aduall y faded from the scene. From this 
period on farm l a nds were transformed into residential areas a s 
Brookline met the demands of an incre a sing popul ati on . 
After the Civil War the Hol t zer-Cabot El ectric Company, founded 
in 1875 by Charles Hol tze r , be c ame the most important i ndustry in the 
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town and replaced agriculture as the most distinct Brookline enterprise . 
After a modest beginning this company deve lope d into one of the fore-
most manufacturers of electrical equipment by the turn of the century. 
The company developed and manufactured electro-dynamic machinery and 
telephone apparatus. This organization3 one of the first in t he country 
to enter the telephone field, manufactured apparatus widel used by i n-
dependent telephone exchanges throughout the country. Holtze r, himself, 
fou nded Brookline t s first telephone exch nge in 1880 This company 
move d from Brookline to Roxbury in 1915. 
E. S. Ritchie and Sons, Incorporated, manufacturer of scie ntific 
i nstruments, ha s been located in the town since 1850 and p resently has 
a f a ctory on Cypress Street . The ":tlionitor 11 in its famous battle with 
the "Merrimac" used a Ritchie compa ss. 
Enployment status of Brookline re sidents: 19 50 .-- In showine_ t he 
empl oyment status of Brookline re si dents comparisons will often be 
dr awn with the Massachusett s employment st atistics in order to h ave a 
ba sis upo n vmich a more complete picture of Brookline 's economic 
ch a r act er can be given. The occupational information cont aine d here is 
bas ed on f i gures from the 1950 census of people 14 ye ar s and over who 
a re employed . For better underst anding of -v hat follows t he term, 
civilian labor_!~, must be understood. It r efers to the popul ation 
14 ye ars and over, either employed or unemployed, but not including 
members of the armed forces . 
Of the 48,428 persons 14 years old and over in Brookline, 24,558, 
or 50.7 per cent, are in the civilian l abor force. Table 8 illustrates 
t he components of the civilian labor force in Brookline. 
According to the 1950 census most of the employed Brookline 
Table 8~ Components of the Civ il ian Labor Force in 
Brookline, Numbe r i n Force, and Number Em-
ployed in Force 
= -
Components of Civil- !'lumber in Number E.'m-
ian Labor For ce Force played in Force 
(1) (2) (3) 
Employed ••••••••• . ..• 23,842 
Private wage and 
salary workers •• • • • 16,832 
Government work-
ers . . .. "·~-··· · ·•*• 2,305 
Self-employed 
4,683 workers a • liJ ..... ;J •• ., oil a 
Unpaid famil y 
vvorkers • ., • .. "' ....... ". 22 
Unemployed •••.• . •••.• 716 
·-
1---
Tot e. l • ............ ., • 24,558 23 ,842 
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residents work in one of the follm•ing five occupat i onal groups: most 
were in the gr oup classified as managers , officials, and proprietors; 
second were professional, technical , and kindred ·orkers ; third were 
the clerical and kindred worke1•s; fourth , personal service workers and 
last, sales workers. 
These five occupational groups comorise 20,066 of the total 
employed population of 23,~+2 or 84.1 per cent . In the state these 
s me five categor i es make up 52.2 per cent of the total employed. When 
the individual groupings are examined a diffe1·ence in pattern between 
Brookline and the state :i.s seen. The p rofess ional, techni cal, a nd 
kindred workers a ccount for 19.4 per cent of the Brookline residents 
but account for only 10.3 per cent in t 1e state ; 20.3 per cent in 
Brookline are clas sified as manager s, officials, and proprietors vhile 
the state percentage is 9.6 per cent; 15.8 per cent in Brookline are 
clerical workers while 14.8 per cent are in the same categor y in the 
state; the service ·workers account for 14.6 per cent of the employed 
Brookline residents while they a ccount for 9 .9 per ce nt of the state 
employed; sales workers account for 14.0 per cent of the Brookline 
residents employed, whereas they account for 7.6 per cent of the 
state employed. 
There is no concrete explanation as t o why Brookline corrt;ains a 
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higher percentage of professional and "white collar" w·orkers than the 
state a s a vrhole . It can be assumed, however ~ that Brookline's 
proximity to Boston with its many opportunities and Brookline's fine 
residential character are possible explanations. 
Present industry.-- The information pre sented below on the industry 
i _Brookline for the year 1950 is derivec1 from t he files of the !11assa-
chusetts Di--..r ision of ~mployme nt Setmrity. All firms having one or more 
emp loyees subject to emplo~ment security re ~ul at ions are recorded by 
this division. t he number of firms in Brookline for the year 1950 is 
based on the firms so reporting to the Division of EmplOJII!lent Security. 
Information below pertaining to the number of firms and the payroll of 
each is based on an am1Ual fi gure . The number employed by the sa firms 
is based on a figure for the month of November only which serves as a 
good index of the yearly average employment. 
In 1950» 1,330 Brookline firms reported to the M~ssachu setts 
Division of Employment Security. These firms ern:plo·ued 8 816 ~n Nove1nb " , .... _ . er , 
1950~ and had an annual payr oll of 21 ., 590»000 dollars. The wh olesale 
and ret ail trade together , -- the retail tr ade being much l a 1·ger __ 
employed 4o.4 per cent of the total employed population and h ad 41 .2 
. :f)o t··· - O'ril'f•r•l"\J. 
_tJl~ ot E.a ct. 1 " 
""'- ~!brarj, _..:;.,.. 
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per cent of the total annual payroll . Second in i mp ortance was the 
service industry with 23 .7 per cant of the tot al number of employees, 
and third vrere those engaged in finance, i n sLll'ance.; and re al-a state. 
The 3/ manufacturing firms containing 5.8 per cent of the tot al 
employees a re the smallest source of employment in the town. On the 
other hand, the whole sale and retail trade with L~o .4 per cent of the 
tot al employees is the largest source of emplo;yment in the to n. The 
f act t h t manufacturing is the sma1le st sou.r ce of employment and the 
wholesale and retail tr ade are the lar gest source of employment is again 
a char acteristic of a residential, suburban community . 
The foll~ving table based on figur e s from the Massachusetts Division 
of Employment Security portrays the i ndustrial cha racter of Brookline for 
t he year 1950. 
Table 9. Industry, Number of Firms, Annual Payroll in Dollars, Employees 
for November, 1950, and Distribution of Employees 
= - - -= -
~umber 
Annual Employees Distribution 
Industl'y 
of Firms Payroll in November . of Dollars 1950 Employees 
( 1) (2) (3 ) (4) (5) 
l'Ianufacturing •• ••••• 39 1,426,000 511 5 8 
¥fhole sale and retail 
trade .• .•••..•••.• 4o6 8,891,000 3,558 4o.4 
Transportation •••••• 24 568 , 000 233 2.6 
Service ••••••••••..• 417 4.383,000 2,093 23.7 
Finance, insurance, 
and real estate .. • 310 3. 242,000 1,3~0 15.8 
Construction . •••••.. 120 2,917, 000 9 9 10 . 8 
o·ther ... lj ...... ... ... . Ill ••• 14 163,000 - - -~-2 0.9 
Total ... . to " ....... . 1,330 21,590 , 000 8. 816 100. 0 
Economic Analysis . -- The 1950 United States census of population 
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reported that there were 16~832 private vra.ge and sa lary workers liv i ng 
in Brookline. Although a comparison of this figure with the 8,816 
employees reported to the Ma ssachusett s Division of Employment Security 
ma.y be made only in general terms" it does indicate that a very l arge 
numbe r of Brookline residents are employe d outside of the community--
probably Boston. 
The fact that Brookline contains a. htrge number of wholesa le and 
ret a il establishments, particularly the latter, and few manufacturing 
establishments indicates that this suburb is a community of homes. 
Finally, the emplo:yment status of Br ookline ra sident s indicates 
t he.t the community contains a. high peroent e.r.,e of professional and 
''white collar" wor kers which is indicat ive of a. fine~ suburban 
community. 
CHAPTER VI 
SUMMAR Y AND CONCLUSIONS 
This paper, "The Social and Economic History of the Towh of 
Brookline" 1 has been written to add to the scarcity of assembled 
in formation on local histories available to both the student and the 
teacher of social studies in the secondary schools. Students make a 
comp rehensive study of national and state history, but learn little of 
their own community due to a lack of assembled information in th i s area. 
I t is important that a student know the heritage of his ovrn connnunity 
so as to have a genuine pride in the area closest to him. 
In the case of Brookline the student should be led to see the 
pre sent character of the town in li ght of its growth and development: 
that Brooklinet s history is really the history of .. Massachusetts and 
also a source of the nationts episodes. Thi s fact is true for most 
co1mnunities of this state. 
The following summary of Brookl inets histor y is divided into 
ge neral topic s val id to an investigation of Brookline as well a s an 
inve st i gation of the local history of most coiTLrnunities in la ss achuse tts 
and New England . 
L Every community has a geolo gical and geographical setting . 
Br o okline is geolo gically loc ated i n the center of ·the "Boston 
Basin", an area regarded as a unit because i ts ge olo gical conditions 
a re more or less similar. Brookline is oblong i n shape , betwee n four 
and f i ve miles in length by about one and one-half miles wide. 
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containing an area of about six square miles of rolling country with 
many hills. The town is surrounded on three sides by the city of 
Bo ston and on the fourth side by the city of Newton; i t is entirely 
separated from Norfolk County of which i t is p a rt. 
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2 . Every community contains an early history unique to itself ye t 
expres sing the conditions of a n era in Ame rican h istory. 
For 75 years, from the fir st settlement in Boston in 1630 until 
1705, the territory now comprising t he town of Brookline was called 
~uddy River and was part of Boston. Complete autonomy from Boston was 
gr a nted this hamlet in 1705 when Muddy Rive r was incorporate d a s t he 
town of Brookline. By this act of incorporation Brookli ne was i mmedi-
at e ly t o build a meetin~ house and to e nga ge the se rvice s of an able 
orthodox minis t er, both accompli shed by 1718. The Congre gational Church 
established in this tovrn by state law was sup:t: orted by t h e conununity 
until 1833 when an amendment to the state constitution cut the last tie 
be tvreen t he religious and civil interests of both the st ate and town . 
Brookline pa rticipate d wi llingly in the Revolutiona ry ~ar, yet the 
amoun t of support it gave to this wa r depended on the closeness of the 
e nemy. The "'far of 1812 wa s unpopular in this tcrr n, as was t he ca se in 
all New England. The town t s attitude in the Civil War range d from 
extreme enthusiasm at the outset t o a complete lethar gy for it within a 
ye a r' s time. 
3. The development of means of transport ation is imp orta nt to t he 
grmrth of a community. 
In Brookline the great road buildinf!, enterprises took pla ce prior 
to its i n corporation and after 1800 . As a result of this continuous 
road building the conwnnity bec ame the crossroad for most stage coach 
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travel be-b~-een Boston and outlying areas . To accomplish this heavy 
traffic taverns were builtJ the most famous of which v:a s the Punch Bowl 
Tavern. In 1848 the Brookline branch of the Boston and Worcester Rail-
road was built , allowing for convenient travel betvree n Brookline and 
Boston. The oontinua1 expansion of transportation arteria s and improved 
means of transportation be gan to bring many permanent residents to this 
community. 
4. Every gr owing community expands its facilities and faces problems 
sometimes unique and someti.r:1es similar to other co:m..rnunities . 
Brookline constructed its first town hall in 1824 and a second in 
lsl-~5 on the site of the present (third ) t own halL This second tovm 
hall was not only used for to·wn meetings but a.l so as a school, as the 
nrst had been, and contained the first libra1•y in the town. The first 
separate library building, built in 18&:1, was soon found inadequate to 
meet the growing demands made on it; thus, a new library was built in 
1910 which still serves the community today. 
The decade from 1870 to 1880 was one of the most important in the 
town1s history. Attempts were made, almost successfully, to annex 
Brookline to Bost on; a sewerage system was started; a watervv-orks system 
·was intl'oduced and put into operation; the present town hall was built; 
the fire department was reorganized to soon develop into the efficient 
force of today; the Brookline police department took its first major 
steps towa rd modern development; the town purchased land for the W'alnut 
Hill s Cemetery to replace the Old 'Nal nut Street Cemetery (1717~ and 
placed its management under a board of Trustees. Shortly after this 
explosive decade Brookline built the first indoor, municipal swimming 
pool in the United States and tr a nsformed the plague-ridden valley of 
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t he ].~uddy River running along its southea stern border into the attractive 
Ri verdale Park. 
5 .. Eve ry connnuni ty built a school system. 
:?r om 1686, >'!hen the first school 1Nas apparently located in Brook-
line, unt il 1865 records pe rt a.ining to the grOV'rth and dev elopment of 
Brookl ine 1 s primary and elementary schoo l s are confusing . It is c le ar , 
h owever , that a piece-meal developme nt constantly took place, and 
various district sohools were opened throuv out the tm n whenever 
needed . 'Viihen the first high school opened in 1843 for children over 
ten, not all who qualified by age were re ady for the educa t iona.l re-
quirements, so the i Lea of a n i n·~ e rJn':ld iary e ducation wa s introduced as 
a p reparation for high school. As the town grer in size a new high 
school · as built in 18L~7 . Since 1865, when the town • s schools numbered 
sev en_, Hrookline has developed a fine enuca.tional system. New school 
buil dings replaced all those in existence pr ior to 1865 wi th the excep-
tion of the Pierce Primary School . Today Brooldine contains t en ele-
mentary school buildings, conve nient ly located throughout the town, and 
a high school of five buildings. The pupil-teacher ratio in the schools 
is good a llowing for maxi mum cl a ssrom te aching . The curriculum through 
the trial and error method of an earlier era h a s been develope d to 
satisfy the educat ional needs of all the students. 
6 . Every community is unique in itself. 
Fr om the e ar ly beginnings of Brookline until after the Civil War 
t his t Oi"m was an agri cul tura.l community. fter t he Civil Vi ar it 
developed into vcat it is today-- a suburban community of h omes with 
very little industry. Presently, the most impo r tant indu stry is the 
vmolesal e and retail trade, indicative of the corrnnunity • s reside ntial 
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character . The inhabit ants of this connnunit y are e ssentially nat ive-
born vrhite , but a good percentage of fore i gn-born white r e side here 
also ~ Niost re side nts e.re in the profes s ional, manager i al, and "white 
coll ar 11 p r ofe ssions and a re in the high i ncome cate gories. Real est ate 
is valued high in Brookline, account ing for the lack of young, ma rried 
coupl es wh o cantt afford to reside here. The quality of this community 
is furthermore revealed when consideri ng that more t han t wo-th il•ds of 
it s inhabitants, 25 year s old and over , in 1950JI have a high sch ool 
education or more . 
It is to be remembered that eve ry corrununity, like Brookline, has 
an expansive social and economic histo ry that should be investigated 
and as sembled f or bet t er understanding of the community by both stude nts 
and teachers of social studies. 
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